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PREFACE

This volume is dedicated to Professor John Coates, an outstanding collab-
orator, colleague, author, teacher, and friend. He has greatly contributed to
number theory, both through his fundamental mathematical works and through
his impressive mathematical school. He is a continuous source of tremendous
inspiration to students and colleagues. John Coates has been one of the leading
proponents of and contributors to Iwasawa theory and he is the founding father
of its recent development in the form of non-commutative Iwasawa theory.
We included in the volume the Japanese tanka ”Samegai’s Waters” which was
selected by John upon our request.
Prior to the Cambridge conference

http://www.maths.nott.ac.uk/personal /ibf/jhc.html
to mark the 60th birthday of John Coates, Sarah Zerbes and Vladimir Dok-
chitser had produced a diagramme of his mathematical family tree which is
included in the volume (next page).
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Oh, what atangled web we weave...
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Andrew Aitchison for technical support,
Julie Coates for providing the pictures,
and also Jlali Assim, Matthew Baker, Grzegorz Banaszak, Laure Barthel, Massimo Bertolini, Karsten Buecker, Oliver Bueltel, Kevin Buzzard, Pierrette Cassou-Nogues, Jung-Hee Cheon,
Robert Coleman, Pierre Colmez, Brian Conrad, Christophe Cornut, Daniel Delbourgo, Ehud de Shalit, Fred Diamond, Mike Evans, Ivan Fesenko, Matthias Flach, Edray Goins, Catherine
Goldstein, Eyal Goren, Sang-Geun Hahn, Michael Harrison, Susan Howson, Frazer Javis, Bruce Kaskel, Payman Kassaei, Al Kraus, Andreas Langer, Gary McConnell, Loic Merel,
Ariane Mezard, Abbes Movahhedi, Thong Nguyen Quang Do, Y oshihiro Ochi, Joseph Oesterle, Bernadette Perrin-Riou, Andrew Plater, Arash Rastegar, Karl Rubin, Anupam Saikia,
Norbert Schappacher, Peter Schneider, Leila Schneps, Tony Scholl, Sir Walter Scott, Warren Sinnott, Christopher Skinner, Paul Smith, Vic Snaith, Harvey Stein, Richard Taylor, Jacques
Tilouine, Pavios Tzermias, Vinayak Vatsal, Andrew Wiles and Rodney Y ager.
Tim Dokchitser
Vladimir Dokchitser
Sarah Livia Zerbes

The John Coates mathematical family tree is reproduced here with the kind permission of its authors.
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