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Interviews with the Abel Prize laureates 2008-2016 is a compilation of interviews con-
ducted by Martin Raussen and Christian Skau with these famous mathematicians. The
Abel Prize, established in 2002 by the Norwegian Ministry of Education and Research,
is awarded annually to mathematicians who are recognized for their achievements and
accomplishments. The interviews were originally broadcast on Norwegian national tele-
vision, and transcripts appeared in The EMS Newsletter and Notices of the AMS.

The first Abel Prize was awarded in 2003 to Jean-Pierre Serre. Other laureates
featured in the volume include Sir Michael Francis Atiyah, Isadore Singer, Peter Lax,
Lennart Carleson, Srinivasa Varadhan, John Thompson and Jacques Tits, Mikhail
Gromov, John Tate, John Milnor, Endre Szemerédi, Pierre Deligne, Yakov Sinai, John
Nash Jr. and Louis Nirenberg, and Sir Andrew Wiles, who was awarded the prize in
2016. The collection ends with the interviewers imagining a conversation with Niels
Henrik Abel. The interviews span more than a decade and, as the list of mathematicians
indicates, encompass many different areas of mathematics. Because the interviews aired
on public television but also appeared in mathematical journals, they cover a wide range
of topics, from the mathematical accomplishments of the awardees to their views on
collaboration and the importance of mathematics to society. The interviews provide
a fascinating glimpse into the lives and thoughts of these pioneering mathematicians,
and this compilation allows the reader to identify similarities and differences among the
views of the awardees.

Although Raussen and Skau no longer collaborate on the interviews, Skau has con-
tinued to interview the Abel Prize winner. Thomas Philip Wakefield



