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Global Bifurcation for Fractional
p-Laplacian and an Application
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Abstract. We prove the existence of an unbounded branch of solutions to the non-
linear non-local equation

(—A)u=NulP2u+ flz,u,A) nQ, u=0 nR"\Q,

bifurcating from the first eigenvalue. Here (—A); denotes the fractional p-Laplacian
and 2 C R" is a bounded regular domain. The proof of the bifurcation results relies
in computing the Leray-Schauder degree by making an homotopy respect to s (the
order of the fractional p-Laplacian) and then to use results of local case (that is s = 1)
found in the paper of del Pino and Manésevich [J. Diff. Equ. 92 (1991)(2), 226-251].
Finally, we give some application to an existence result.
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1. Introduction

In this paper, we study Rabinowitz’s global bifurcation type result from the
first eigenvalue in a bounded domain of the non-linear non-local operator called
the fractional p-Laplacian operator, that is

(—A)Zu _ 2’C(1 o S) PV/ |u(m) — u(y)|p72(u(1‘) — u(y)) dy,

o =yl

n

where KC is a constant depending on the dimension and p. Observe that, this
operator extends the fractional Laplacian (p = 2).
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More precisely, we prove the existence of an unbounded branch of solutions
to the non-linear non-local equation

(A u = Aul’u+ f(z,u,A) inQ, o
u=20 in R"\ Q, (1.1)

bifurcating from the first eigenvalue of the fractional p-Laplacian assuming
that f is o(|u|P~?u) near zero and 2 C R" is a bounded regular domain.

Bifurcation and global bifurcation are basic principles in mathematical anal-
ysis that can be established using, for example, implicit function theorem or
degree theory and, in some simple situation, sub and super solution method,
i.e. Perron’s method. In particular, bifurcation is used as a starting point to
prove existence of solution to ODE’s and PDE’s, see for example [27,37]. Some
of the pioneer works related with our method can be found in [14,35,36]. Then
many others generalization are established in different context of local operator,
see for instance [4,5,11,18,19,22,26,33,34] and the reference therein.

Fractional equations are nowadays classical in analysis, see for example [40].
Fractional Laplacian have attracted much interest since they are connected with
different applications and sometimes from the mathematical point of view the
non-local character introduce difficulties that need some new approaches, see
for instance [17,39] and the reference therein.

In [12], the fractional p-Laplacian is studied through energy and test func-
tion methods and it is used to obtain Holder extensions. See also [6,7], where
the authors consider a non-local “Tug-of-War” game, and [25].

Recently, existence and simplicity of the first eigenvalue in a bounded do-
main for the fractional p-Laplacian are obtained and also some regularity result
are established in [16,21,24,28]. Some results of these works extend the results
of [3] to the non-local case.

In the process of writing this article, appearing the following work [24] where
the authors, using barrier arguments, prove C'*-regularity up to the boundary
for the weak solutions of a non-local non-linear problem driven by the fractional
p-Laplacian operator. This result generalises the main result in [38], where the
case p = 2 is studied.

Thus, there is natural to ask if bifurcation occurs, this is even not known,
as far as we know, for the case p = 2, except for some related very recent results
that can be found in [20,30,32]. More precisely, in [20], the authors prove a
multiplicity and bifurcation result for the following problem

{ —Lru =M+ [u)* 2u in Q,

1.2
u=20 in R"\ €, (12)

where n > 2s and 2* = n2_—2p. Here Zk is the non-local operator

—Zru(z) = /n(u(:c +y)+ulr—y) —2u(x)K(y)dy, x€R"
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whose model is given by the fractional Laplacian. They show that, in a suitable
left neighborhood of any Dirichlet eigenvalue of — %, the number of trivial
solution of (1.2) is at least twice the multiplicity of the eigenvalue. In [32], the
authors extend the above bifurcation and multiplicity result to the fractional
p-Laplacian operator. Finally in [30], using variational method, the authors
prove that the next problem admits at least one non-trivial solution

{ (—A)Yu(x) — M= pf(z,u) in Q,
u=20 in R"\ Q,

where n > 2s, f is a function satisfying suitable regularity and growth conditions
and the parameters A and p lie in a suitable range.

In our approach, to establish the Rabinowitz’s type of global bifurcation
result, we use Leray-Schauder degree that can be computed by making an ho-
motopy respect to s (the order of the fractional p-Laplacian operator) and then
use the homotopy invariance of the Leray-Schauder degree to deduce that the
degree is the same as in the local case (s = 1), i.e. the p-Laplacian, which is
already computed in [34]. Notice that in [34] similar ideas are used, where the
homotopy was done with respect to p and the result were deduced from the (by
now) classical case of the Laplacian. To do this homotopy with respect to s, we
need as a starting point different properties of the first eigenvalue in terms of s
up to s = 1, analogous properties to the ones that were obtained in [34], but
now with respect to s not respect to p.

Notice that one of our limiting procedures s to 1 are obtained in the weak
formulation with the help of some limiting properties of the fractional Sobolev
spaces already studied in [8]. Moreover, in [25] this limiting procedure is done
by viscosity solution techniques for a very close related operator.

Before stated our main theorem we will give the precisely assumption of the
function f: @ x R xR = R:
1. f satisfies a Carathéodory condition in the first two variables;
2. f(z,t,\) = o(|t|’"') near ¢t = 0, uniformly a.e. with respect to z and
uniformly with respect to A on bounded sets;
3. There exists ¢ € (1, p}) such that

o @)

ltsoo  [t]a7T

=0

uniformly a.e. with respect to x and uniformly with respect to A on bonded
sets.

Here p} is the fractional critical Sobolev exponent, that is

. L if sp < n,
pyi=q"r
00 if sp > n.
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We denote by A;(s, p) the first eigenvalue of following eigenvalue problem
—A)u=ANulP%u in Q,
u=0 in R"\ Q.

Our main result:

Theorem 1.1. Let 2 C R"™ be a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary,
s € (0,1), and p € (1,00). The pair (A (s,p),0) is a bifurcation point of (1.1).
Moreover, there is a connected component of the set of non-trivial weak solutions
of (1.1) in RxW?#P(Q) whose closure contains (Ai(s,p),0) and it is either un-
bounded or contains a pair (i, 0) for some eigenvalue p of (1.3) with > A (s, p).

Notice that the ideas of the proof can be used for other problems. As for
example, a very closely related problem such as bifurcation from infinity by the

change of variable v = , for details see for example [19].
WP ()

Then, we use the above theorem for some application, more precisely, we
prove existence of a non-trivial weak solution of the following non-linear non-
local problem

{ (—A)u = g(u) 0,

=0 in R™\ Q, (14)

where ‘tﬁf—zt is bounded and crosses the first eigenvalue.

Theorem 1.2. Let g: Q@ — R continuous such that g(0) =0 and g satisfies
Al 29 s bounded;

[t]p—21

A2\ = limy o 28 < Ai(s,p) < liminfy o0 5%

Then there exists a non-trivial weak solution u of (1.4) such that u has constant-
sign in €.

For the prove of this existence result we need some extra qualitative prop-
erties of the branch of solutions in the above theorem. Some of these properties
come in some cases from the study of the first eigenvalue of the fractional
p-Laplacian with weights, see Section 4.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we review some results of
fractional Sobolev spaces and some properties of the Leray-Schauder degree;
in Section 3 we study the Dirichlet problem with special interest in proving
continuity in terms of s (see Lemma 3.1 below); in Section 4 we study the
eigenvalue problem with weights. In addition, we establish the continuity of
the eigenvalue respect to s that will help us to make the homotopy and then
to compute the degree. In Section 5 we prove our main theorem. Finally, in
Section 6 we prove our existence results.
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2. Preliminaries

2.1. Fractional Sobolev spaces. First, we briefly recall the definitions and
some elementary properties of the fractional Sobolev spaces. We refer the reader
to [1,15,17,23] for further reference and for some of the proofs of the results in
this subsection.

Let ©Q be an open set in R", s € (0,1) and p € [1,00). We define the
fractional Sobolev space W*P(Q) as follows

WP (Q) = {u € IP(Q): /Q Jut@) = v g < oo} ,

Q |v—y|rtes
endowed with the norm

1
p

leallwoty = (el + [uliyniey )

_ P
. / w@)Pds and  [uyupq = /Q QMW@.

o = gl
A proof of the following proposition can be found in [1,15].

Proposition 2.1. Let Q be an open set in R", s € (0,1) and p € [1,00). We
have that

o W*P(Q) is a separable Banach space;
o If1 <p < oo then WP(Q) is reflexive.

We denote by W3*(€2) the closure of the space Cg°(€2) of smooth func-

tions with compact support in W*?(Q2). We denote by W*P(Q2) the space of all
u € W*P(Q) such that @ € W*P(R"™), where @ is the extension by zero of .
The proof of the next theorem is given in [1, Theorem 7.38].

Theorem 2.2. For any s € (0,1) and p € (1,00), the space C°(R™) is dense
in WP(R™), that is Wg*(R™) = WP(R").

In the next result, we show the explicit dependence of the constant of [17,
Proposition 2.1] on s, that is needed for our propose.

Lemma 2.3. Let Q be an open set in R, p € [1,00) and 0 < s < s’ < 1. Then

1
|U|€Vs,p(g < |u|Ws »( )+ C(n,p) (Sp ) [u ||LP(Q)

for any u € W*'P(Q).
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Proof. Let u € W*'?(Q), then

|u|W§pQ) :/ Qdedy

2

// |pdd+// )|pddy
Ay ’$_y’"+ps o\A, |x_y|”+ps

where A, =QN{x e R": |[x —y| < 1}.
Using that s’ > s, we have that

Iu(z) ~ u(y)P lufa) — uy)P
[ et s [ [ RS e

On the other hand, we have that

‘P
dxdy
= |
| (s'=s)p
//Q\A |.I‘ y|n+p8 | | dl‘dy
L e ]
——— lz—y[** dxdy—l—// ~ dxdy
oA, |x yI P \A, |x y| +ps
|u() [P+ u(y)|” o)
//Q\A ’-17 y\”“’s <|$_y|( >dl'dy
|p
dxd
e i

Observe that for any z,y € Q we have that v € Q\ 4, if only if y € O\ A,,
that is xq\4,(7) = Xa\4, (y). Therefore

//Q\A % (lo =y~ = 1) dudy
/ / |:c = y|n+stQ\Ay (2) |z =yl = 1) dady
/ / z — y|n+SpXQ\AI () (le = 9“7 = 1) dady
/ /Q\A |z — y[r+er |n+sp <|"” —y|r - 1> dydz.

(2.1)
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Thus

// )|pd dy
o\A4, |$ - |”+p5
> [ ] o=y -1) dad w@)—uW) ;4
< <x—y o T y+// , Yy
Q\Ax‘x y’”ﬂ)s Q\A |I 3/|"+ps
—y|&'=9p_1 )P
2p/|u(:c)]p/ 2=y - dydzx +// + Julz) —uly)” dxdy
Q (la—y>1} [Ty TP Q\A |37 yI” ps’
i [u(r) —u(y)”
2p/|u(:v)]p/ o dzdzx —|—// o dxdy
0 {2[>1} e Q\A |=’1? y|n pe'

J2|¢ P -1 |u(z) —u(y)[’
< 2P|ul® / d + ————=— dzdy.
PO sy VZ\”“”S o4, I:v—y\’”ps

Then

/ / )|p dydx
Q\A, |x - |n+ps
1

<) (o= o Wil + [ [ 0 vy -
ps  ps’ 4, !96 - !"“’s
Therefore, combining (2.1), (2.2) and (2.3), we get
ey < 1oy + O (3 = ) Dl
The proof is now complete. O]

Remark 2.4. The space W*' (1) is continuously embedded in W*?(Q) for any
0<s<s <landl<p<oo.

Lemma 2.5. Let Q2 be an bounded open set in R, s € (0,1) and p € [1,00).
Then
splQf
Ju ||LP(Q) %] |u|Wsp(Rn)
2wn

for any u € Ws’p(Q). Here w, denotes n-dimensional measure of the unit
sphere S™.

Proof. Let u € W‘”’(Q). Then

lul? = Ju(z) = uly)” dxdy + 2 dxdy
Wsp(R™) Q ’.I‘ _ y’n-i-ps "o |l’ _ y|n+ps

> 2/ lu(x / —dydx
R7\Q |z — y|mtes
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1

Let r = <L%|> " Following the proof of [17, Lemma 6.1], we get

1 1 < 1
/ —+dydx2/ —+dydx:wn/ B
re\Q |7 —y [P R\ B, (z) [T —y["FP* r PP sp 1P

which proves the lemma. O

The proofs of the next two theorems are given in [17, Proposition 2.2], and
[15, Proposition 4.43], respectively.

Theorem 2.6. Let Q2 be an open set in R™ of class C*' with bounded boundary
s €(0,1), and p € (1,00). Then, there ezists a positive constant C' = C(n, s,p)
such that

lullwss) < Cllullwie@ Yu € WH(Q).
In particular, WP (Q) is continuously embedded in W*P((Q).

Theorem 2.7. Let s € (0,1), p € [1,00), and Q@ C R™ be an open set with
Lipschitz boundary. Then W*P(Q) is continuously embedded in W*P(R™).

The proof of the following embedding theorem can be found in [15, Theorem
4.47].

Theorem 2.8. Let s € (0,1) and p € (1,00). Then we have the following
continuous embeddings:

W (R") = LYR")  foralll<q<p; ifsp<mn;
WHP(R") — LY(R") foralll < g<oo ifsp=n;

WP(R") — CYP(R™)  where = s — %, if sp > n.

Here p% is the fractional critical Sobolev exponent, that is

Ps = 00 if sp>n.

. {n_sp if sp <mn,

Remark 2.9. Note that p?, as a function of s, is continuous in (0, 1] where p}
is the critical Sobolev exponent, i.e.

. - if p <,
pl: P .
o0 if p>n.

A proof of the next theorem can be found in [29, Theorem 1].
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Theorem 2.10. Let s € (0,1), p € [1,00) and sp < n. Then there exists a
constant C' = C(n,p) such that

s(1—s)

HUH HR) = W

|u !WW(Rn) for all u € W*P(R™).

By Theorem 2.7 and Theorem 2.8, we have the next result.

Corollary 2.11. Let s € (0,1), p € (1,00) and Q@ C R™ be an open set with Lip-
schitz boundary. The conclusions of Theorem 2.8 remain true if R™ is replaced
by €.

The following embedding theorem is established in [15, Theorem 4.58]. See
also [1].

Theorem 2.12. Let 2 C R"™ be a bounded open set with Lipschitz boundary,
€ (0,1) and p € [1,00). Then we have the following compact embeddings:

W=P(Q) — L1(Q) for all g € (1,p%), if sp <n;

s

WeP(Q) — CONQ)  for all A < s — g, if sp > n.

Remark 2.13. Let 2 C R™ a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary. By the
above theorem, we have that the embedding of W*P(Q) into LP({2) is compact
for every s € (0,1) and for every p € (1, 00).

The next results are proven in [8, Corollaries 2 and 7].
Theorem 2.14. Let Q) be a smooth bounded domain in R™, and p € (1,00).
Assume u € LP(QQ), then

lim K1 = s)[uliyen) = [l

with
uf? oI VuPdzif ue WHP(Q),
WERE) ) oo if u ¢ Whr(Q).
Here K depends only the p and n.

Remark 2.15. Let 2 be a smooth bounded domain in R", p € (1,00) and
¢ € C3°(22). Then

|¢|WSP < |¢|Wsp Rn

= |o|P 2
o +2 [ [ 52

e IRl

< e
b (0) sp spdist (K, 89)
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where K is the support of ¢ and C depends only of n. Then by Theorem 2.14
we have

li 1-— b 1
Sg{{ K( S)|¢’WS’P(R" |¢|W P (

Theorem 2.16. Let Q be a smooth bounded domain in R™, p € (1,00) and
e W*2(Q) for s € (0,1). Assume that

B P
/Qusdx =0 and (1-— Sﬂuslws,p(ﬂ) <C

for all s € (0,1). Then, there exists u € W'P(Q) and a subsequence {us, }ren
such that s, — 17 as k — o0,

us, — u  strongly in LP(Q)),

us, —u  weakly in W'=P(Q), for all e > 0.

Note that in the previous theorem, the assumption

/usdx =0 Vse(0,1)
0

can be replaced by {us}sc(0,1) is bounded in LP(€2).

Remark 2.17. Let 0 < s < s < 1, and 1 < p < oo. From the proof of
(8, Lemma 2| and [8, Corollary 7], it follows that

(1— S)|U|§Vs,p(9) < 2(1—S)Pdiam(Q)(s/_s)P(1 — )|l

Ws’,p(]Rn) (24>

for all u € W*P(R"). Here diam(f2) denotes the diameter of Q. See also
8, Remark 6].

Observe that for any u = ¢ € C§°(Q2) passing to the limit in (2.4) as 5" — 1

20-9rdiam(Q)t-r
< i = |¢|W1 P(Q)?

and using Theorem 2.14, we get (1 — )[d[7..(q)
that is
K (1L = 8)[lyeny < 21 diam ()P[0,

Remark 2.18. Let so € (0, min{?,s}), u € Wer(Q), z € Q and B = B,(x)
with 7 = diam(§2). Then, by Theorem 2.10, there exists a constant C' = C(n, p)
such that

(1 80) | |
Lpso R") (n sop)p—1! WP R

C'sg
— 2 (11— i +2(1— @),
~ (n—sop)r- G o)l +2 / /Rn\gr:c oo ™ y)
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By Remark 2.17,
(1— 50)|U|€Vso,p(3) < 2(1780)17(4 diam(Q))(S*SO)p(l )‘U|W5p &)
On the other hand

Q1=sory,
2(1 — so) // ——————dxdy < /\u )[Pdz.
"B |x - |"+50p diam(§2)%oP sop

Then there exists a constant C' = C'(n, p) such that

LPSO (Rn
C

~ (n—sop)P~diam

O (diam(Q)szo(l N ullye ey + %p/QIU(x)Ipdx).

Our last result gives a characterization of W3 (Q). For the proof we refer
the reader to [23, Corollary 1.4.4.5].

Theorem 2.19. Let 2 C R"™ be bounded open set with Lipschitz boundary,
s € (0,1] and p € (1,00). If s # é then

Wo?(Q) = W(),
Furthermore, when 0 < s < 110 we have
WSP(Q) = W*P(Q).

Remark 2.20. W*?() is a Banach space for the norm induced by W#?(R").
Moreover, if Q C R" is a bounded open set with Lipschitz boundary, s € (0, 1]
and p € (1,00), then C3°(9) is dense in W*P(€2) and W*P(Q) C WSP(R). See
[23, Theorem 1.4.2.2 and Corollary 1.4.4.10].

For s € (0,1) and p € (1, 00), we define the space W=7 (Q) (W‘S’pl(ﬂ)) as
the dual space of Wi *(Q2) (W*P(Q)) where z% + % = 1.

2.2. Leray-Schauder degree. For the definition and some properties of
Leray-Schauder degree see, for instance, [13,37].

The proof of the next Leray-Schauder degree property is given in
(34, Lemma 2.4].

Lemma 2.21. Let X,Y be Banach spaces with respective norms || - ||x and
|- |ly. Assume that Y C X and that the inclusion i: Y — X is continuous. Let
Qx, Qy be bounded open sets in X and Y, respectively, both containing 0, let
T: X =Y be a completely continuous operator such that

r—Tx#0 VeeX)\{0}.

Then
degy (I —ioT,Qx,0) =degy (I —T 0i,{y,0).



422 L. M. Del Pezzo and A. Quaas

3. The Dirichlet problem

Let 2 be a smooth bounded domain in R", and p € (1,00). We consider the

operator
—A if s=1
Lpu = et (3.1)
(=A)u if0<s<1,

where A, is the p-Laplace operator, that is
Ayu = div(|VulP2Vau),
and (—A)s is the fractional p-Laplace operator, that is

[u(@) = u(y)l"*(u(x) — uly)) ,

o =gl

Y

n

(=A)yu =2K(1 — S)P.V./

with K is the constant of Theorem 2.14.

For further details on the fractional p-Laplace operator, we refer to [21, 28]
and references therein.

It is well known that the Dirichlet problem

—Apu=~h in(Q,
{ u=0 on 0,

has a unique weak solution for each h € W~'%(Q), i.e. there exists a unique
u € W,P(Q) such that

/Q V()2 Vu(2) V() dr = (h ) Yo € C(Q),

where (-,-) denotes the duality pairing between W, ”(Q) and W17 (Q).
We also recall that the weak solution is the unique minimizer of the func-
tional .Jy, : W, ?(Q) — R given by

Wy P ()

1
Jip(v) = Z—)\v P — (h,v).

See, for instance, [41] and references therein.

Now, we study the Dirichlet problem for fractional p-Laplace equation.
Let s € (0,1), p € (1,00) and h € W57 (). We say that u € W*P(Q) is a
weak solution of the Dirichlet problem
—AYu=~h 1in Q,
(ZAju=h (3.2)
u=0 inR"\Q,
if s
K(1—s)Hsp(u,v) = (h,v)s Yv e WP(Q),
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where

Hs,p(uqv) — /n /n |U(ZE) B u(y)lpi (u(x) - u<y)) (U(I‘) . U(y)) dydl‘,

R

and (-,-), denotes the duality pairing between W*?(Q) and W~ ().
It is clear that, the weak solutions are critical points of the functional J, :
W=P(2) — R given by

1
Js,p(v) = E’C(l - 3)|U|€Vs,p(Rn) — (h,v)s.

Now, it is easy to see that J,, is bounded below, coercive, strictly convex
and sequentially weakly lower semi continuous. Then it has a unique critical
point which is a global minimum. Therefore the Dirichlet problem (3.2) has a
unique weak solution.

Thus, given s € (0,1] and h € W= (), the Dirichlet problem

Lspu=nh in €,
{ u=0 1in R"\ €,

has a unique weak solution u,, € Wep (Q). Moreover, the operator

Rep: W5 (Q) — WHP(Q)
h — Us p,h

is continuous. By the Rellich-Kondrachov theorem (case s = 1) and Theo-
rem 2.12 (case s € (0,1)), the restriction of R, to L7(Q) with ¢ € (1,p?)
is a completely continuous operator, that is for every weakly convergent se-
quence {hg}ren from L7 (Q), the sequence {R,,(h)}ren is norm-convergent
in W7 ().

Our next result show that the operator R, is continuous with respect to s

and h.

Lemma 3.1. Let p € (1,00), 5o € (0,1), and 1 < q < pj,. Then the operator

R, [s0,1] x LY (Q) — LI(Q)
(5,h) = R p(h)

1s completely continuous.
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Proof. We start by proving that R, is compact.
Let {(sk, hx)}ren be a bounded sequence in [sg, 1] x L7 (). We want to
prove that u, = R,(sk, hi) has a strongly convergent subsequence in L7(£2).
For all k € N, u;, satisfies

|uk|€V‘5kﬁp(R’ﬂ) :/Qhk(x)uk(:c) dz.

Then, by Holder inequality and using ¢ < pj, , we have

[wklyspn ey < 11kl ooy llurll o) < Cllukllwsor@) (3:3)

where C' is a constant independent of k. Thus, by Lemma 2.3, Lemma 2.5
and (3.3), we get ||ug|lwsor) < C for some constant C' independent of k.
Hence {uy}ren has a strongly convergent subsequence in L(2) due to {uy }ren
is bounded in W**(Q) and 1 < ¢ < pj,.

Finally, we show that R, is continuous.

Let (s, hx) — (s,h) in [so, 1] x L7 () as k — 00, up = Ry(sk, hi) k € N,
and u = R,(s, h). We want to show that u; — u strongly in L?(2). In fact, we
only need to show that u is the only accumulation point of {uy}ren due to R,
is compact.

Let {u;}jen be a subsequence of {uy, }ren converging to v in L9(€2). We have

to prove that v = w.
Give w € W*P(Q2) we define

lwlP = |w|€Vl’p(Q) if s =1,
P K(1 = s)|[wlfyep@ny if s €(0,1).
Let © be the continuation of v by zero outside 2. Then, it is enough to prove
that
1. 1 —~
—\v\?;p — [ v(x)h(z)dx < —|w|§p — [ w(x)h(z)dx Ywe W*P(Q). (3.4)
p Q p Q

On the other hand, we know that

1 1
sk, [ @) s <, - [ w@h@ds (35)
p Q p Q
for all w € st’p(Q).
Now we need consider the following two cases.

Case s # 1. Since u; — v strongly in L((2), we have that u; — 7 a.e. in R™.
Then, using that h; — h strongly in L7 (Q) and by Fatou’s lemma, we have

1 1
—|@\{;p—/v(x)h(x) dx§liminf—|uj]§p—/uj(x)hj(x) de. (3.6)
’ Q D 7 Q

p j—00
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Thus, for any ¢ € C3°(Q2), by (3.6), (3.5) and dominate convergence theorem,

we get
}ﬁ b / ()h(x) d < }ng,p - / o(a)h(z) d

Therefore, v € W*P(Q) and by density, (3.4) holds.
Case s = 1. Let ¢ € C3°(Q2). By (3.5) and Remark 2.15, we have

<

1
lim sup — |uJ] /v(x)h(x) dx = limsup — |uj|s » /uj(:c)hj(:c) dx
j—o0 p Q j—o0 h
1
<okt~ [ oo
p

due to u; — v strongly in L9(Q) and h; — h strongly in L7 (2). Then
1
hmsup—|uj\sjp < —\¢| / o(x)h(z) dz +/ v(x)h(x) d. (3.7)
jro0 Q

Therefore |u;l, , < C for some constant C' independent of j.
Thus, by Theorem 2.16, there exist w € Wy*(Q) and a subsequence of
{u;}jen, still denoted by {u;},en, such that

u; — w strongly in LP(Q)
u; —w weakly in W'=P(Q)

for all € > 0. Then v = w, and v € W, ?(Q).
On the other hand, given ¢ > 0, there exists jo € N such that 1 —¢ < s; for
all j > jo due to s; — 1. Then, by Remark 2.17

Kelu; |} < 2P diam ()P0 VG > o (38)
Thus, using u; — v weakly in W=¢?(Q) and by (3.8) and (3.7),
27°Pdjam(Q2) =

Wi-er()

P
Kelvl?

Wien(@) < hmlnf —|u]|

—|¢| /cb d:v+/Q v(z)h(z) dz.

Now, by Theorem 2.14, letting ¢ — 07 we get

1
L —|¢| / o(2)h(x) d + / o(2)h(z) dz.

Thus, since ¢ is arbitrary, we have that

1
ol = [ v@ha)de < jolt, — [ dhia)dz Vo € GO,

Hence, by density, (3.4) holds. This completes the proof. ]
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Remark 3.2. Let so € (0,1), and p € (1,00). Then the operator

R, [s0,1] x L' (Q) — LP(Q)
(s,h) = Rep(h)

is completely continuous.

4. The eigenvalue problems with weight

In this section we show some results concerning the the following eigenvalue
problems

(4.1)

Lsp(uw) = Mo(z)|ulP2u  in Q,
u=20 in R™\ €.

Here €2 is a bounded domain in R"™ with Lipschitz boundary, s € (0, 1],
p€ (l,00) and he A={f e L>*(Q): {z € Q: f(x) >0} > 0}.

4.1. Case s = 1, the first p-eigenvalue. The first eigenvalue (1, p, h) can
be characterized as

A (1, p, h) = inf {\u!ﬁvl,p(m: u € W&’p(Q),/Qh(x)\u(x)P dr = 1} :

and it is simple and isolated, see [3]. For simplicity, we omit mention of h when
h =1, and thus we write A;(1,p) in place of A(1,p, 1).

4.2. Case s € (0,1), the first fractional p-eigenvalue. Now, we analyse the
(non-linear non-local) eigenvalue problems

{ (=A)5u = M(@)[ul"*u in 2, (4.2)

u=0 in R™\ Q.
A function u € W*P(Q) is a weak solution of (4.2) if it satisfies

mywmwmwzx/m@me%mm@w Vo e WEP(Q).  (43)
Q

We say that A € R is a fractional p-eigenvalue provided there exists a non-
trivial weak solution v € W*P(Q) of (4.2). The function u is a corresponding
eigenfunction.

The first fractional p-eigenvalue is

Ai(s,p,h) = K(1—s) inf{|u\€vs,p(Rn): uews’p(ﬂ), /h($)\u(x)]pd$:1}. (4.4)

Q
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As before, in the case h = 1, for simplicity, we write A;(s,p) in place of
)\1(3,]9, 1)

First we want to mention that {u € W*P(Q): Jo h(@)|u(x)[Pde = 1} # 0
due to [{x € Q: h(xz) > 0} > 0. Therefore A\;(s,p,h) is well defined and is
non-negative.

We also know that A;i(s,p) > 0 and there exists a non-negative function
u € Ws’p(ﬂ) such that

e u>0inQ, and u =0 in R™\ Q;

e u is a minimizer of (4.4) with h = 1

e u is a weak solution of (4.2) with A = Ai(s,p) and h = 1, that is u is an

eigenfunction of (3.1) with eigenvalue (s, p).

Moreover Ai(s,p) is simple, and if sp > n then Ai(s,p) is isolated. See
[28, Theorems 5, 14 and 19], [9, Theorem A1l] and [21, Theorem 4.2].

The rest of this section is devoted to generalize these results for the first
eigenvalue of (4.2) with h = 1.

Theorem 4.1. Let Q@ C R" be a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary, s €
(0,1), p € (1,00), and h € A. There exists a non-negative function u € W*?(Q),
such that

o u#0in

o u is a minimizer of (4.4);

e u is a weak solution of (4.2) with X = \i(s,p, h), that is u is an eigen-
function of (3.1) with eigenvalue Ai(s,p, h).

Proof. Let {u;};en be a minimizing sequence, that is u; € Wer(1),
/ h(@)lu;(z)|" de =1 and lim K(1 = s)|u;[j.p @y = A(s,p, h).
QO J—00

Then {u;}en is bounded in /I/Ivfs’p(ﬂ). Therefore, there exit a subsequence, still
denoted by {u;};en, and v € W*P(Q2) such that

u; — u weakly in Ws’p(Q),
uj; — u strongly in LP(2).

Thus [, h(z)|u(z)P de =1 and
K )by < T K1 5) 105y = Ao, )
Then K(1 — S)|u|€vs,p(Rn) = A(s,p, h), that is u is a minimizer of (4.4). It is

easy to see that |u| is also a minimizer of (4.4), this shows that there exists a
non-negative minimizer of (4.4).
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Finally, by the Lagrange multiplier rule (see [31, Theorem 2.2.10]) there
exist a,b € R such that a + b # 0, and

alkC(1 — s)Hsp(u,v) + b/ h(x)|u(z) P 2u(z)v(z) de =0 Yo € WP(Q).

Q

If @ = 0, then b # 0 and taking v = u, we get [, h(x)|u(x)[’ dz = 0 a con-
tradiction because [, h(x)u(z)|P dz = 1. Hence a # 0, and without any loss of
generality, we can assume that a = 1. Then

K1 — )My (1, 0) + b /Q h@)|u(@)|2u(z)o(@) de = 0 Yo € TP(Q).

Again, taking v = u and using that
Kﬂ—ﬂﬂw@WO:KU—@W%wwg:M@mﬂ)

and [, h(z)u(z)P dx =1, we have b = —Xi(s, p, h). O

Our next aim is to show that a non-negative eigenfunction associated to
A1(s,p, h) is in really positive. For this we will need a strong minimum principle.

We start by a definition. Let p € (1,00), s € (0,1), h € A, and A € R. We
say that u € W*P(Q) is a weak super-solution of (4.2) if

K(1 = 8)Hsp(u,v) > )\/Qh(x)|u(m)|p_1u(a:)v(a:) dx

for all v € Ws’p(Q), v>0.
Following the proof of the Di Castro-Kussi-Palatucci logarithmic lemma
(see [16, Lemma 1.3]) we have the following result.

Lemma 4.2. Let Q be a bounded domain, s € (0,1),
and u be a weak super-solution of (4.2) such that u >

for any B, = B,(zg) C Bg(Io) and 0 <6 <1

Sl e )]

—Ap—1
< Cpnep {(51—p7n5p/ % dy + 1} + C)‘HhHLl(Bg,«)v
R

n\B2T |y - xO’n+sp

pe(l,00),he A, A>0
03 BR(xO) CC 2 Then

dxdy

o= g

where v~ = max{—u,0} and C' depends only on n,s, and p.

Proof. Let 0 <r < £,0 < § and ¢ € C§°(Bz:) be such that

3r
2

0<¢<1, ¢=1inB, and |D¢|<Cr‘1inBs§CBR.
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Taking v = (u + §)7P¢P as test function in (4.3) we have that

u(z)™ Pdx -5 u, (u 1=pyp
)\/B ) ) e O e < (L= 8 -+ 6)' 7).

3
2
Then,using that 0 < uP~!(u+0)' ¢ < 1 in Bs,,
0 < KL= s)Hop(u, (w+0)77") + Al 15, (4.5)
In the proof of [16, Lemma 1.3], it is shown that

Hep(u, (ut0)""7¢7)

P dad
S(Jr"‘sp{él‘?’rsp/ =y dy+ 1} / / log( z) ) - y+
Rn\BQTIy wol’”sp .J B, (y)+6/| |w—y|mtsr’
where C' depends only on n, s, and p. Then, by (4.5), the lemma holds. O

To prove of the next theorem, we adapt the proof of [9, Theorem A.1].

Theorem 4.3. Let  be a bounded domain, s € (0,1),p € (1,00), h € A,
A > 0, and u be a weak super-solution of (4.2) such that u > 0 in Q. If u # 0
in 2 then u > 0 a.e. in .

Proof. We start proving that if K’ CC () is a compact connected set such that
u # 0 then v > 0 a.e. in K.

Since K CC and K is compact then there exist r € (0,1) and z1, ..., 2, € K
such that

k
K C {x € Q: dist(z,00) > 2r}, K C UB%(:@), and
j=1

B (2:) N Be(a; +1)] >0 Vie{l,....k—1}.

Suppose, to the contrary, [{z € K: u(z) = 0}| > 0. Then there exists i €
{1,...,k} such that Z = [{zx € K: u(x) = 0} N Bz (x;)| has positive measure.
Given § > 0, in the proof of [9, Theorem A.1], it is shown that

u(x) PP r)+6
oot ) = T o oo )
/Bg (4) 0 |2 (z:)/ By (z:) )+0

Then, by Lemma 4.2, fBr(m_) |(1+ =2 )‘p dr < 7 ¢ max{r?", r"*} with C in-
dependent of §. Then, passing to the hmlt as 0 goes to 0, we have that u = 0 in

dxdy

o=y

Br
2

Br(z;). Thus, proceeding as in the proof of [9, Theorem Al] we can conclude
that © = 0 in K, that is a contradiction.

Proceeding as in the proof of [9, Theorem Al] we can conclude the general
case. O
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Corollary 4.4. Let Q C R" be a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary. Let
s€(0,1),pe (1,00), h € A, and u € W*P(Q) be a non-negative eigenfunction
corresponding to A\i(s,p, h). Then u > 0 almost everywhere in Q.

Observe that, if u is an eigenfunction corresponding to A;(s,p,h), then
either huy # 0 or hu_ # 0, where u; = max{u,0} and u_ = max{u,0}.
On the other hand, for any function v: RY — R

o1 () — v ()" < Jo(z) — o) (v(z) = v(E) (04 () — v (y)),
[v- () —v-()I" < —[v(@) — oY) (v(z) = v(Y))(v-(2) — v-(y)),

for all z;y € R™. Therefore, if hu, # 0 then u, is an eigenfunction corre-
sponding to A;(s,p, h). Moreover, by Corollary 4.4, u, > 0 almost everywhere
in .

We similarly deduce that if hu_ # 0 then u_ > 0 almost everywhere in 2.
Then the next result is proved.

(4.6)

Corollary 4.5. Let Q C R" be a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary, s €
(0,1), p € (1,00), and h € A. If u € W*P(Q) is an eigenfunction corresponding
to M\i(s,p, h), then either uw > 0 or u < 0 almost everywhere in ).

The proof of the result given below follows from a careful reading of [21,
proof of Theorem 3.2].

Theorem 4.6. Let Q be a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary, s € (0, 1),

p e (l,00), he A, X>0, and u € /I/IV/S’p(Q) be a weak solution to (4.2). Then
u € L®(R"™).

Now, we prove that A;(s,p, h) is also simple when h # 1. For this we need
the following lemma. For the proof see [2, Lemma 6.2].

Lemma 4.7. Let p € (1,00). For v >0 and u > 0, we have
L(u,v) >0 inR" x R"

where

L(u, v)(@,y) = [u(y)—u(@)]"—v(y) —v(z) 7 (v(y) —v(@)) (

uy)P )
oy v(m)pl)

The equality holds a.e in R™ x R™ if and only if u = kv a.e. in R™ for some
constant k.

Theorem 4.8. Let 2 C R™ be a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary,
s€(0,1), pe (1,00), h € A, and u be a positive eigenfunction corresponding
to Ai(s,p,h). If A > 0 is such that there exists a non-negative eigenfunction v
of (3.1) with eigenvalue X\, then A = A\(s,p, h) and there ezists k € R such that
v=ku a.e. in §2.
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Proof. Since A (s,p, h) is the first eigenvalue we have that A (s,p,h) < A\. Let
m € N and v, ::v—i-%.

We begin by proving that w,, = “p1 € W”’(Q). It is immediate that
Wy = 01in R\ Q and w,, € LP(Q), due to u € L>*(Q), see Theorem 4.6.

On the other hand

u(y) —u(@)? | u(@)? ()" = om(y)"")
Um(y)P ! U ()P~ om ()P
[Om ()P~ — v ()P~
U ()P~ om ()P
< m"p(u(y)”™ + u(@)"Huly) — u(@)]
[0m ()72 + O ()7~
om (5] Lo (2] [om (y) = v (2)]
< 2[|ul[ T oy m? pluly) — ul)]

el (0= D (s ) o) = o(o)
< Clm.p. [l () = ()| + o) = v(@))

(Wi (y) — Wi ()] =

<P u(y)” — w(@)?| + [[ull} g

F [l ooy (0 = 1)

for all (x,y) € R™xR™. Hence w,, EWS”’(Q) for all meN due to wu, UEWS’p(Q).

Then, by Lemma 4.7 and since u, v € W*P (Q) are two positive eigenfunc-
tions of problem (3.1) with eigenvalue (s, p, h) and X respectively, we have

(u, v ( )
o< L S
|P
<[ L u—yw
)P (o(y) —v(@) [ uly)” l’p dnd
S oyt w(apt)

< m{ms 1) /Q h(z)u(z)? d — A /Q h(w)o ()~ “@)p dx}

By Fatou’s lemma and the dominated convergence theorem

d dy =0
/IRH /]Rn ‘.Z' - y‘n+sp

due to Ai(s,p,h) < A Then L(u,v)(x,y) = 0 a.e. in R" x R™. Hence, by
Lemma 4.7, u = kv for some constant k > 0. O

By Corollary 4.5 and Theorem 4.8, we have that A (s, p, h) is simple.
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Theorem 4.9. Let 2 C R™ be a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary,
s€(0,1), p€ (1,00), and h € A. Then A\ (s,p,h) is simple.

Now, we get a lower bound for the measure of the nodal sets.

Lemma 4.10. Let 2 C R" be a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary. Let
s € (0,1), p € (L,00,), so € (0,min{2,s}), and h € A. If u € W*P(Q) is
an eigenfunction of (3.1) with eigenvalue X > A((s,p,h), then there exists a
constant C = C(n,p) such that

(o= sr-ammiore 3
diam ()P A7 sy sop + K

Here QF = {z € Q: u(z) > 0} and Q™ = {x € Q: u(x) < 0}.

Proof. By Theorem 4.8, u changes sign then u™ # 0. In addition, u™ € Wee ().
It follows from (4.6) that

< K1 = s)Hsp(u,u’)
<\ /m h(zx)u™ (x)Pdx (4.7)

<Al [t ).
Q+

K(1 - 3)|u+|€vs,p(Rn)

On the other hand, by Remark 2.18, there exists a constant C' = C(n, p)
such that

+(|P <
1P i o <

C

(n — sop)P~tdiam

. . 1
Q) (dlam(Q) P(1 —s)|u® ﬁ,s,p(w) + ngquH’zp(Q)) )

Then, by (4.7) and Holder’s inequality, we get

+|P <
1Py g <
C diam ()" A||h| - 1 rhg 7
o iam(Q)*PA[[h|| ) + ||U+pr* |Q+| P5y
(n — sop)P~tdiam(§2)sor K S0P L% (Q)

Hence .
P

sap(n — sop) diam(@) 7\ F5F o
dlam(Q)SPA||h||Loo(Q)sop+ ’C — :

In order to prove the second inequality, it will suffice to proceed as above,
using the function v~ (z) = max{0, —u(z)} instead of u™. O
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Finally, we show that the first eigenvalue is isolated, see also [10].

Theorem 4.11. Let 2 C R™ be a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary,
s€(0,1), p€ (1,00), and h € A. Then the first eigenvalue is isolated.

Proof. By the definition of A (s, p, h), we have that A\;(s,p, h) is left-isolated.

To prove that A\i(s,p, h) is right-isolated, we argue by contradiction. We
assume that there exists a sequence of eigenvalues {A;}reny such that Ay >
A(s,p, h) and A\, \ A1(s,p, h) as k — oco. Let ug be an eigenfunction associated
to A, we can assume that [, h(2)|ug(z)[? dv = 1. Then {us}ren is bounded in
W#P(Q) and therefore we can extract a subsequence (that we still denoted by
{ug }ren) such that

up — u weakly in Ws’p(Q),
ur — u  strongly in LP(Q).

Then [, h(z)u(z)[Pdz =1 and

K1 = s)|ufyyep@ny < K(1 =) lilggg}f [
= lim /\k/ h(z)|ug(x)|P dz
k—o0 Q
—M(s.p.h) [ hla)luta)p do.
Q

Hence, u is an eigenvalue of (3.1) with eigenvalue A\;(s,p, h). By Corollary 4.5,
we can assume that u > 0.

On the other hand, by the Egorov’s theorem, for any € > 0 there exists a
subset A, of € such that |A.| < € and u; — w > 0 uniformly in \ A.. This
contradicts the fact that, by Lemma 4.10,

*

P35,
(C So(n — sop)p_ldiam(Q)SOP > PEy—P
diam(Q)P Ak ||h] Lo (@) Sop + K

< H{x € Q: ug(x) < 0}

where sg € (0, min{s,%}) and C depends on n and p. The theorem is proved. [J

4.3. Global properties. In the rest of this section, for simplicity, we will take
h=1.

Lemma 4.12. Let Q2 C R" be a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary and
p € (1,00). The first eigenvalue function Ai(-,p): (0,1] — R is continuous.

Proof. Let {s;},en be a sequence in (0, 1] convergent to s € (0, 1]. We will show
that

lim Ai(sj,p) = Mi(s,p). (4.8)
j—o0
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We need to consider two cases: s € (0,1) and s = 1.

Case s € (0,1). Let ¢ € C§°(2), ¢ # 0. Then

fRn fR” o x) nd)JrS]p dzdy
Jo |¢ )P dz

for all j € N. Therefore, by dominated convergence theorem,

AM(sj,p) < K(1 = s5)

fR" fR” qu L) \fﬂp dxdy
limsup A (s;,p) < K(1 — S
msup A (55.7) < K N

As ¢ is arbitrary
lim sup A (s;,p) < Ai(s,p)

Jj—o0
due to (4.4).
Thus, to prove (4.8), we need to show that

lim inf Ay (s;,p) > Ai(s, p).
j—o0

Let {si}ren be a subsequence of {s;};en such that

klgglo A (Sk,p) = lijm_)glf A (sj,p). (4.9)

Let ug be an eigenfunction of (3.1) with eigenvalue A;(sg,p) such that
||Uk||Lp(Q) = 1. Since

klggo K(l _5k> ’uk"g[/Sk,P(Rn) = lclggo >\1 (ska p) S h?isololp )\1(3_7'7 p) S )\1 (57p)'
Then {K(1 — sp)|urlyysprgn then is bounded, therefore {[ug|fy e, p @) tren is
bounded.

On the other hand, given € > 0 there exists ky € N such that s —e < s for
all £ > ko and, by Lemma 2.3, we have

1 1
b s—¢€ n < b Sk.P(R" C ) - pp 410
ey < Ve + €O (= = 5 ) ol (410)
for all k > ko. Thus, using that |[uy||rr(9) = 1 for all & € N and {[uk|{y g Fren
is bounded, we have that {uy}g>k, is bounded in W*=P(Q2). Then there exists
uwe ws ©P(Q)) such that, for a subsequence that we still call {ug }r>k,,

ur, — u  weakly in W =P(R"),

4.11
ur, — u  strongly in LP(2). (411)



Global Bifurcation for Fractional p-Laplacian 435

Then ||u||Lr) = 1 and by (4.11), (4.10) and (4.9), we get

’C(l - S) |u|€[/sfsyp(Rn)

. _ P
S ll]?l}gflc(l Sk;)|uk|sts,p(Rn)

. . 1 1

< lim inf {IC(l = 81 [k Yy p(ny + C(n, P)K(L = sp) ((s —op sw) }
. . 1 1

= 113_1)10211" {M(Sk,p) +C(n, p)K(1 = ) ((s —e)p Skp) }
. . 1 1

= hjrgglf)q(sjap) + C(n,P)’C(l - S) ((8 _ 8)]9 B S_p) ’

As € > 0 is arbitrary, by Fatou Lemma, we have

KL~ )y < KL 5) i gy < minf Ay s ). (412
Since ||ul|Lr) = 1, by (4.4) and (4.12), we get
< — b < limi D).
Ai(s,p) < K(1 = s)|ulyyepgn) < hjlglogf Ai(sj,p)
Case s = 1. Let ¢ € C5°(Q2), ¢ # 0. Then, for any j € N
z)—o(y)|P
o o S0
Jo lo(@)|P dz
Thus, by Remark 2.15 and the above inequality, we get

| Jo V(@) do
s M8 ) < T de

Ai(ss,p) < K(1 = s5)

As ¢ is arbitrary
limsup A1 (s;,p) < Ai(1,p).
Jj—00

As in the previous case, to prove (4.8), we need to show that
liminf Ay (s;,p) > Ai(s, p).
j—00
Let {sk}ren be a subsequence of {s,};en such that
lim A (sg, p) = liminf A\ (s;, p).
k—o00 j—0o0
Let uy, be an eigenfunction of (3.1) with eigenvalue |lu||Lr(q) = 1.Since

lim K(l—sk)|uk|%/5k,p(w) :]}erolo A1 (sk, p) <limsup A (s;,p) <Ai(s,p).

k—oo Jj—o0
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Then {K(1 — sk)]uklﬁvsk,p(Rn)}keN is bounded, therefore, by Theorem 2.16, we
can extract a subsequence (that we still denote by {uy }ren) such that

up — u  weakly in W'™=P(Q), (4.13)
up — u  strongly in LP(Q), (4.14)

for all & > 0, to some u € W”(Q). Thus, by (4.14), we have ||u||zr@) = 1 and
then

Al(l,p)g/lvmpdx. (4.15)
Q

On the other hand, given € > 0 there exists ky such that 1 — e < s;, for all
k > ko. Then, by Remark 2.17, we get

lCE]uk|€V1,E,p(Q) < 2°%Pdiam(Q)** (1 — Sk)|uk|ﬁ/sk,p(w) Yk > k.
Thus, by (4.13),

Kelulfpi-cpq) < lilggglf Ke|ukliyi-cpgy < 27Pdiam(2)° lijrgglf A1(sj,p). (4.16)
As e > 0 is arbitrary, by (4.16) and Theorem 2.14, we have that
/Q |Vu(z)[Pde = Elilr(r)l+ Kelulfyi-cpi) < lijrgigf A1(sj,D). (4.17)

Finally, by (4.15) and (4.17), we get

A (L, p) < liminf A\ (sj,p).
j—o0

This completes the proof. n
For the proof of the following lemma we borrow ideas from [34, Lemma 2.3].

Lemma 4.13. For every interval [a,b] C (0, 1] there exists § > 0 such that for
all s € [a,b] there is no eigenvalue of (4.1) in (A1(s,p), M (s,p) + ).

Proof. Suppose the lemma were false. Then we could find sequences {s }ren in
(0,1], { M\ }ren in Ry and {ug breny in WHP(Q) \ {0} such that

lim sy =s € (0,1], A > M(sg,p) VE €N, lim (A\y — A\i(sg,p)) =0,

k—o00 k—o00
and for all k € N |lug||zr) = 1 and
U = Rsk,p()\k|uk|p72uk). (418)
By Lemma 4.12,
lim Ay = A\i(s,p). (4.19)

k—o00
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On the other hand {|ug |P~2uy }ren is bounded in LP'(Q) due to ||ug| o) = 1
for all k € N. Then, by Lemma 3.1, there exist u € LP(Q2) and a subsequence of
{ug }ren, still denoted {uy }ren, such that up, — w in LP(2) as k — oco. Thus

[Py, — |uP~2u  strongly in L¥' (). (4.20)

Then, passing to the limit in (4.18), using (4.19), (4.20) and Lemma 3.1,
we get
u = Rp(Ni(s,p)|ul ~u).
Therefore u is an eigenfunction associated to Ai(s,p). Then, by Corollary 4.5
and Theorem 4.8, we may assume without loss of generality, that u > 0.
On the other hand, given sy € (0, min{s, 2}) there exists kg € N such that
sp > s for all k > ko due to s, — s as k — oo. Thus, by Lemma 4.10, we get

*

0]
) D<o € Qi ulx) <0} Yk > ko,

< so(n — sop)P~'diam()%oP
diam (Q)*P X || 2| Lo () Sop + K

Then, since u;, — w in LP()), v must change its sign in €2, contrary to the fact
that u > 0. [

5. Bifurcation

Let Q C R™ be a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary, s € (0, 1], and
p € (1,00). In this section we consider the following non-linear problem:

{ Lop(u) = Aul"~2u + f(z,u,)) inQ, 6.1)

u=0 in R"\ Q,
where f: Q x R x R — R is a function such that

1. f satisfies a Carathéodory condition in the first two variables;

2. f(x,t,\) = o(Jt|P~!) near t = 0, uniformly a.e. with respect to z and
uniformly with respect to A on bonded sets;

3. There exists ¢ € (1, p}) such that

A

=0
ltso0  [t]a71

uniformly a.e. with respect to x and uniformly with respect to A on
bounded sets.

A pair (A, u) € R x Ws’p(Q) is a weak solution of (5.1) if

Hsp(u,v) = /Q (AMu(@)P"?u(z) + f(z,u, N)) v(z) dz,
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for all v € W‘”’(Q). Here

K(1—s)Hsp(u,v) if0<s<1,

Dltt) = {fg V(@) P Vu(@)Vo(e) de - if s = 1.

Remark 5.1. The pair (A, u) is weak solution of (5.1) iff (A, u) satisfies
u = Zx\(u)

where Z)\(u) = Rsp(AMulP?u + F(A\ u)) and F(),-) is the Nemitsky operator
associated with f.

We say that (A, 0) € R x /I/IV/S”’(Q) is a bifurcation point of (5.1) if in any
neighbourhood of (A, 0) in R x W*#(2) there exists a nontrivial solution of (5.1).
The proof of the following result is analogous to that of [34, Proposition 2.1]

Lemma 5.2. Let 2 C R" be a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary,
s € (0,1], and p € (1,00). If (A\,0) is a bifurcation point of (5.1) then X is
an eigenvalue of following eigenvalue problems

{ (—A)u = MMuP*u in Q, (5.2)

u=>0 in R™\ €.
Let
Ao(s,p) == 1inf {\ > Ai(s,p): A is an eigenvalue of (5.2)}.

For A < Ai(s,p) or Ai(s,p) < A < Ay(s,p) the function v = 0 is the unique
solution of
u = R p(A|u[f?u).

Then for A < Ai(s,p) or A\i(s,p) < A < Aa(s,p) we define the completely
continuous operator 7;/,\13 : WP(Q) — W5P(Q)
T)\

S?p

(u) = R p(Au|P?u).

Thus degig.,pq) (I — T2, B(0,7),0) is well defined for any A < A(s,p) or

s,p?
A1(8,p) < A < Xao(s,p) and r > 0.

Theorem 5.3. Let s € (0,1], p € (1,00), and r > 0. Then

L if X< \i(s,p),
degws,p(g)(f — 7;’7\p,B(O,7“),O) {_1 1

if M(s,p) < A< Xa(s,p).
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This result is a generalization of [34, Proposition 2.2, where the authors
show that

1 if A< Ai(Lp),

d 1,p I_T)\ 7B 07 70 =
eyt ( 1p(1), B(0,7),0) {—1 if A1(1,p) < A< Xao(1,p).

Proof of Theorem 5.3. Let so € (0, 1].

We begin by the case Ai(sg,p) < A < Aa(So,p). By Lemma 4.13, there exists
d > 0 such that there is no eigenvalues of (4.1) in (A;(s,p), A1(s,p) + d] for any
s € [so, 1]. Therefore, if A\(sg,p) < A < Ai(s0,p) + 0, there exists a continuous
function p: [sg, 1] — R such that

A(s,p) < p(s) < Aa(s,p) Vs € [so, 1],
and p(sg) = A. Then it is sufficient to prove that the function d: [sg, 1] — R

d(s) = degpp(q) (I — 72 B(0,7),0)

s?p ’

is constant due to d(1) = —1
Let s € [sg, 1]. We define the operator Py: LP(Q2) — W*P(Q) as

Pa(u) = Rap(p(s)|ul""u).

Then P, is completely continuous and 775" = P, 0 where i: WP (Q) — LP(2)
is the usual inclusion. Thus, by Lemma 2.21, we get

d(s) = degrp)(I —i0P,,0,0) Vs € [so,1] (5.3)

where O is any open bounded set in LP(2) such that 0 € O.
On the other hand, since p is continuous and by Lemma 4.12, we get that
the homotopy

(50, 1] x LP(Q2) — LP(Q)
(5,u) = Rsp(p(s)|ulPu) = (i 0 Py)(u)

is completely continuous. Then d(s) is constant in [sg, 1] due to the invariance
of the Leray-Schauder degree under compact homotopy and (5.3).
If Ai(s0,p) +0 < A < Xa(s0,p), we take a: [sg, 1] — R
1—1 t—
A0

t) =
Oé() 1—50 1—80

()\1(30,]7) + 5)
In this case, the degree

degwsoyp(g) (I - RSO,P(O‘<t>\IJP('))7 B(07 T)v 0)
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is well defined. Here W,(u) = |u[P~?u. Then, from the invariance of the degree
under homotopies, we get

degWSom(Q)(I — Rsop(a(t)¥,(+)), B(0,7),0)
— degignnioy (! — Rupl@(1)¥y()), B(0,1),0)
=—1

Finally, we consider the case A < A\1(so,p). Given a € [0, 1], the degree
degwsw(ﬂ)(l — Reop(ar¥,(+)), B(0,7),0)

is well defined. Again, from the invariance of the degree under homotopies, we
get

06800y (1 — R (AT, ()), BO,1),0) = ey (1, B(0,7),0) = 1
for all a € [0, 1]. O

Finally, proceeding as in the proof of [34, Theorem 1.1], we prove Theo-
rem 1.1.

Proof of Theorem 1.1. By contrary, suppose that (A(s,p),0) is no bifurcation
point of (5.1). Then there exist ,dy > 0 such that for |\ — A\i(s,p)| < ¢ and
0 < dp there is no non-trivial solution of

u—Z%r(u) =0
with ||u|lwsr@ny = 6. Since the degree is invariance under compact homotopies
degizr.p () (I — %x, B(0,0),0) = constant (5.4)

for all A € [Ai(s,p) — &, Mi(s,p) + €.

Taking e small enough, we can assume that there is no eigenvalue of (5.2)
in (A(s,p), A1(s,p) +¢]. Fix now A € (Ai(s,p), Mi(s,p) + €]. We claim that if
choose ¢ small enough then there is no solution of

U — RepMulP?u+tF(\u)) =0

with ||ul|ws»@ry = 6, for all ¢ € [0,1]. Indeed, assuming the contrary and
reasoning as in the proof of [34, Proposition 2.1] (see also Lemma 5.2), we
would find that A is an eigenvalue of (5.2), that is a contradiction.
Thus, since the degree is invariance under homotopies, by Theorem 5.3,
degg.n i) (I — %, B(0,6),0) = degp. ) (I — T, B(0,6),0) = —1.

S?p’
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In similar manner, we can see that
degip o) (I — Zx, B(0,6),0) = 1

for all A € [Ai(s,p) — €, Ai(s, p)). Therefore degi., ) (1 — %, B(0,6),0) is no
constant function. But this is a contradiction with (5.4) and so (A(s,p),0) is
a bifurcation point of (5.1).

The rest of the proof follows in the same manner as in [36]. O]

6. Existence of constant-sign solution

Let Q CR™ be a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary, s€ (0,1), p€ (1, c0),
and g: R — R be a continuous function such that g(0) = 0. In this section, we
will apply Theorem 1.1 to show that the following non-linear non-local problem

—AYu=g(u) in Q,

(~Bu=gw) 0 61
u=0 in R\ Q,

has a non-trivial weak solution. Observe that u = 0 is a solution of (6.1).

We will keep the following assumptions about g, throughout this section:

Al 29 s hounded;

lt|P—2¢

A2. )\ = lim, mgp(—f)i,t < Ai(s,p) < liminfy o |t|gp(—f)2t.
Note that, if g satisfies A1 and A2 then
g(t) = At~ + f(2),

where f(t) = o(|t|P"!) near ¢ = 0. Then, our problem is related to the next
bifurcation problem

(6.2)

(A u = Auf?u+ f(u) in €,
u=0 in R™\ Q.

By Theorem 1.1 there exists a connected component ¢ of the set of non-
trivial solution of (6.2) in R x W*P(Q) whose closure contains (A;(s,p),0) and
it is either unbounded or contains a pair (A,0) for some A, eigenvalue of (4.1)
with A > (s, p).

Lemma 6.1. Let 2 C R"™ be a bounded domain with Lipschitz boundary,
s € (0,1), and p € (1,00). Then € is unbounded and

€ C A ={(\(s,p),0)}U(R x 2),

where & = {v € W”’(Q): v has constant-sign in }.
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Proof. We split the proof in 3 steps.

Step 1. There exists a neighbourhood U of (Ai(s,p),0) in R x stp(Q) such
that € N U \ {(M\(s,p),0)} CR x Z.

Let us assume by contradiction the existence of a sequence {(Ax, ug) ren of
non-trivial solution of (6.2) such that uy changes sign in 2 for all £ € N and
e u) = (Ai(s,p),0) in R x W*P(Q) as k — oo.

For any k£ € N, since hy = A\ + ‘UZ |§,"_’“2)uk is uniformly bounded in € and

uy changes sign in Q, by Corollary 4.5 we have that 1 is an eigenvalue (4.2)
with h = hy and 1 > A((s,p, hg). Thus, by Lemma 4.10 and using that hy is
uniformly bounded in €2, there exists a constant C' independent of k such that

Hr € Q:up(x) >0} >C and |[{z € Q:uylx) <0} >C VEeN. (6.3)

On the other hand, taking 1, = ——%—— it follows that the sequence

”uk”WS,pgz)
{tx }ren is bounded in W*P(Q2) then, via a subsequence if necessary, we have
that there exists u € W*P(Q) such that

fe — u weakly in W*?(Q),
Uy, — u strongly in LP(2),
U — u a.e. in ).
By (6.3),
u # 0 and u changes sign. (6.4)

Moreover

| () — ik (y)|

p
|$ _ y|n+sp dlL‘dy

(L= 9l ey < Jim K1) [

n, ]Rn

= lim [ hg(x)|ag|P dx
k—oo Q
= \(s.p) [ Jupds
Q

due to hy is uniformly bounded in ©Q, hi(x) — Ai(s,p) a.e. in Q and 4, — u
strongly in LP(2). Then

[ el g,

Y o=yt

Jo lulpdz

N

K1 < Mi(s,p).

Thus, by definition of A;(s, p), we have that u is an eigenfunction associated to
A1(s,p). Therefore, by Corollary 4.5, u has constant sign, this yield a contra-
diction with (6.4). Hence the claim follows.
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Step 2. € C . Again we proceed by contradiction. Suppose that there
exists (Mg,u9) € % such that can be approximated by elements of % from
inside and from without .7, that is there exist {(Ag,ux)}re C € N and
{(g, vi) ke € € N A° such that (Mg, ux) — (Mo, uo) and (pr, vg) — (Ao, uo)-
By Step 17 (/\07u0) 7é (/\1(57]))70)'

Case ug = 0. Thus A\g # A\i(s,p). Proceeding in a similar manner as in the
previous step, we can see that \g is an eigenvalue of (5.2) different to Ai(s,p)
and arrive to a contradiction.

Case ug # 0. We know that there exist {(A\g, ug) }reny € € N A such that
(Mg, ug) = (Ao, up) in R X Wee (Q). Therefore ug is either non-negative or non-
positive and ug is a weak solution of

—A)u = M
( A)pu = ()\o + |u0|P—2u0

u=0 in R™\ Q.

ulP~2u  in Q
|ul ,

Without loss of generality, we can assume that uy > 0 a.e. in (). Since
Ao + L) g bounded, by Theorem 4.3, we have that uy > 0 a.e. in €.

[uoP~2ug

Thus (A, ug) € . Argument in similar manner that in step 1, we can show
that (A, ug) can not be approximated by elements of ¢ from without .7, con-

tradicting the fact that (Mg, ug) can be approximated by elements of ¢ from
without 7.

Step 3. € is unbounded. Since € C #, € does not contain a pair (), 0)
for some A, eigenvalue of (4.1) with A > A;(s,p). Then by Theorem 1.1, € is
unbounded. O]

Our next aim is to show that € N ([A,00) x Ws’p(Q)) is bounded. For
this, we will need the following result. The proof is identical to the proof of
(34, Lemma 3.2].

Lemma 6.2. There exists a positive constant C' such that if (A\,u) € € then
A< C.

Then for showing that ¢ N ([A, 00) x Ws’p(Q)) is bounded, it is enough to
prove the result given below.

Lemma 6.3. There exists a positive constant M such that for any (A, u) €

€N (A C] x W”’(Q)) we have that ||ullg. ) < M. Here C' s the constant of
Lemma 6.2.

Proof. Suppose by contradiction that there exists a sequence {(Ag,ux)}ren of
elements of €' N ([A, C] x W*P(Q)) such that A, — Ag and g |l5570.0) — 00 as
k — oco. Without loss of generality we can assume that u;, > 0 for all £ € N.
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Taking uy, = and hy = ‘uljg{ig)uk’ for any £ € N we have that

k
[l HVT/s,p(Q)

X 2 f(ur)
U = Rs,p ()\k’uk’p 2uk + |u|p—2u|u |7’ 2uk
On the other hand, {|u = 2u }ren is uniformly bounded due to g satisfies A1,
then there exists h € L>(2) such that

f(uy,)

20 — h weakly in LY(Q2) Vg > 1.

Since R, to L7 () with q € (1,p%) is a completely continuous operator,
we have that there exists uy € W”’(Q) such that u, — ug strongly in WSP(Q)
and ug = R, (No|uo[P2ug + huelP2ug) , that is ug is a weak solution of

(—A)su = (Ao + h(2)) [ul’u inQ,
u=0 in R"\ Q.

Observe that up # 0 and u > 0 due to ||/, =1 and @ > 0 in Q. Hence
=1 is the first eigenvalue of

(=A)su = p (Ao + h(x)) |uffu in Q,
{ u=>0 in R"\ €, (6.5)

and ug is an eigenfunction associated to 1. Then, by Corollary 4.5, we have that
Ug > 0 in €.
Claim. h > X — ) a.e. in Q where \(s,p) < A < lim inf |5 So0 Lif—f)%.

Suppose the contrary, that is the set A = {z € Q: h(z) < A — A} has
positive measure. Since 1, — ug > 0 a.e. in 2, by the Egorov’s theorem, there
exists a set U C Q such that |Q\ U] < |A| and ux — oo uniformly in U. Then
there exists ky € N such that % > X\ — \ for all k> ky because

g f(S)

and therefore h(x) > XA — )\ a.e. in U. Thus A C Q\ U, then |A| < |Q\U| < |4],
which is a contradiction. Hence, the claim follows.

Since h(z) > A—Xdae. inQ A\g—A>0and A > \(s,p), we get \g+h(z) >
Ao+ A—=2A> \(s,p).

On the other hand, since p is the first eigenvalue of (6.5), we have that

|¢|W<p(Rn

Jo o + (@) (a) P da

1< K(1-s) Vo € C2(Q).
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Then for any ¢ € C§°(2)
o+ 3= A6l < [ Ot BB do < KL= 5)lélener

due to our claim. Then Ag+A—A < Ai(s,p) < Ag+A—A, getting a contradiction.
Thus the lemma is true. O

Finally, we prove Theorem 1.2.

Proof of Theorem 1.2. By Lemma 6.2 and Lemma 6.3, € N ([A, 00) x W”’(Q))
is bounded. On other hand, by Lemma 6.1, ¢ is unbounded. Then there exists
(A, u) € €, due to € is connected. By A2 A < A\((s,p) and Lemma 6.1, u has
constant-sign in . Therefore u is a non-trivial weak solution of (6.1). O]
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