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Partial *-algebras of Distributions

By

Camillo TRAPANT* and Francesco TSCHINKE**

Abstract

The problem of multiplying elements of the conjugate dual of certain kind of
commutative generalized Hilbert algebras, which are dense in the set of C*°-vectors of
a self-adjoint operator, is considered in the framework of the so-called duality method.
The multiplication is defined by identifying each distribution with a multiplication
operator acting on the natural rigged Hilbert space. Certain spaces, that are an
abstract version of the Bessel potential spaces, are used to factorize the product.

8§1. Introduction

Distributions are, as is well-known, typical objects that can be multiplied
only if some very particular circumstances occur. Nevertheless, products of
distributions, sometimes understood only in formal sense, frequently appear in
physical applications (for instance in quantum field theory) and play a relevant
role in the theory of partial differential equations. For these reasons many
possibilities of defining a (partial) multiplication have been suggested in the
literature (see [1] for an overview) dating back to the famous Schwartz paper
devoted to the impossibility of multiplying two Dirac delta measures massed
at the same point [2].

Reconsidering an idea developed in [3], we study in this paper the possibil-
ity of making of the space S'(R™) a partial *-algebra in the sense of [4]. As is
clear, the multiplication of a test function times a tempered distribution, makes
of (§'(R™),S(R™)) a quasi*-algebra in the sense of Lassner [5, 6] but, in this
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set-up, the corresponding lattice of multipliers is rather trivial. For this reason,
moving within the framework of the so-called duality method [1, Sect. I1.5],
Russo and one of us proposed a way of refining the multiplication in S’(R™).
This basically consists in considering distributions as multiplication operators
acting on a space D of test functions and then in discussing the possibility of
multiplying these operators. To be more definite let us introduce some notation
and basic definitions.

Let D be a dense subspace of Hilbert space H. Let us endow D with a
locally convex topology t, stronger than the one induced on D by the Hilbert
norm and let D’[t'] be its topological conjugate dual endowed with the strong
dual topology t’ defined by the set of seminorms

(1) F i~ [|[F|lxm := sup [(F,¢)]
PpeEM

where M runs in the family of bounded subsets of D[t]. In this way we get the
familiar triplet
DCHCD

called a rigged Hilbert space.

Given a rigged Hilbert space, D C 'H C D’ , we denote with L£(D,D’)
the set of all continuous linear maps from D[t] into D'[t']. The space L(D,D’)
carries a natural involution A — A" defined by

(ATf,9) = (Ag, f) Vf,g€D.

Furthermore, we denote by £7(D) the *-algebra of all closable operators in
‘H with the properties D(A) = D,D(A*) D D and both A and A* leave D
invariant (* denotes here the usual Hilbert adjoint). The involution in £1(D)
is defined by A — AT = A*[p. The space LT (D) is not, in general a subset
of L(D,D’) but, for instance, when ¢ is the so called graph-topology [7] defined
by £*(D) on D then LT(D) C L(D,D’) and (L(D,D’),LT(D)) is a quasi
*_algebra. In this case, AT = At VA € LT(D) (for this reason we denote
with T both involutions).

If U € S8'(R™), then the map Ly : ¢ € S(R") — U¢ € S'(R") is contin-
uous. Hence, the problem of multiplying two distributions U,V € §’(R™) can
be viewed in terms of multiplication of the corresponding operators Ly, Ly in
L(S(R™),S'(R™)) and then investigating conditions under which Ly - Ly = Ly
for some W € §'(R™). This was partially done in [3] also to a certain degree of
abstractness: therein, in fact, tempered distributions were considered as a spe-
cial case of the so called A-distributions defined as elements of the (conjugate)
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dual of D*(A) where A is a self-adjoint operator in L?(Q2) and €2 is an open
subset of R™.

The basic idea for solving the general problem of multiplying operators of
L(D,D’), with a suitable choice of D, consists [8] in factorizing the operators
through some intermediate spaces between D and D’ that we call interspaces.
In this way, under certain conditions that make of a family of interspaces a
multiplication framework [11], L(D,D’) becomes a partial *-algebra [4, 9, 10].
A partial *-algebra is a vector space A with involution a — a* [i.e. (a+ A\b)* =
a* + Ab*; a = a**] and a subset I' C A x A such that (i) (a,b) € T implies
(b*,a*) €T (ii) (a,b) and (a,c¢) € I' and A € C imply (a,b+ Ac) € T'; and (iii)
if (a,b) € T, then there exists an element ab € A and for this multiplication the
distributive property holds in the following sense: if (a,b) € T and (a,c) € T
then, by (ii), (a,b+¢) € I' and

ab+ ac = a(b+ ¢).

Furthermore (ab)* = b*a*. The product is not required to be associative.
The partial *-algebra A is said to have a unit if there exists an element e
(necessarily unique) such that e* = e, (e,a) €T, ea =ae =e¢, Va € A.

If (a,b) € T then we say that a is a left multiplier of b [and write a € L(b)] or
b is a right multiplier of a [b € R(a)]. For S C A we put LS = ({L(a) : a € S};
the set RS is defined in analogous way. The set MS = LS N RS is called the
set of universal multipliers of S.

The paper is organized as follows. In Section 2 we discuss (mostly summa-

rizing or reformulating known results) the general problem of the multiplication
in L(D,D’).
In Section 3 we consider the particular case where D is a dense (in the graph
topology) subspace of D>°(A), with A a self-adjoint operator in Hilbert space H
and we assume that D is, at once, a (sort of) generalized commutative Hilbert
algebra. The structure of partial *-algebra of the corresponding conjugate dual
space D’ is investigated, by associating to each distribution F' € D' a multi-
plication operator Ly € L(D,D’). The problem is first considered from an
abstract point of view. Then, for a fixed family of Banach spaces {E,} and a
domain D, which is a core for all powers of A, we consider the multiplication
framework generated by the spaces

LY ={FeD :(1+A*:F € E,}.

This abstract family of spaces is interesting in its own since it reduces, when
A= —iL and {E,} = {L?(R™)}, to the so called Bessel potential spaces.
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In Section 4, the ideas developed in the previous sections are applied to the
rigged Hilbert space generated by the tempered distributions.

§2. L(D,D’) as Partial *-Algebra

The problem of multiplying operators of L(D,D’) has been first considered
by Kiirsten [8]. Other studies have been carried out in [12] and, more recently,
in [13]. In order to keep the paper sufficiently self-contained, we summarize in
this Section the basic definitions and main results.

Let

DCcHCTD

be a rigged Hilbert space with D[t] a semireflexive space.
Let E[te] be a locally convex space satisfying

(2) D—E&—TD

where < denotes continuous embeddings with dense range. Let £ denote the
conjugate dual of £[tg] endowed with its own strong dual topology te/. Then
by duality, £ is continuously embedded in D’ and the embedding has dense
range. Also D is continuously embedded in £ but in this case the image of D
is not necessarily dense in £’, unless £ is semi-reflexive. In order to avoid this
difficulty, we endow &£ with the Mackey topology 7(&,&’) := 7¢ and &’ with
7(E',E) := 7. The same can be done, of course, with the spaces D and D’
themselves. If (2) holds for the initial topologies, then it holds also when each
space is endowed with the Mackey topology.
Following [11], a subspace & of D’ satisfying (2) and endowed with 7¢ will be
called an interspace. Clearly, if £ is an interspace, then £’[r¢/] is an interspace
too.

Let £, F be interspaces and L(&, F) the linear space of all continuous linear
maps from & into F. Following [8], we define

CE,F)= {A € L(D,D'): A= A | D for some A € E(E,f)}.

It is not difficult to prove that £f(D) = C(D, D) N C(D’,D’).
Let now A, B € L(D,D’) and assume that there exists an interspace &
such that B € £(D,€&) and A € C(€,D’); it would then be natural to define

A-Bf = A(Bf), feD.

This product is not, however, well defined, because it may depend on the choice
of the interspace £. As shown by Kiirsten [8], this pathology is due to the fact
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that D is not necessarily dense in the intersection £ NJF of two interspaces £,F,
endowed with the projective topology 7¢ A 7. For this reason, we give the
following definition.

Definition 2.1. A family £4 of interspaces in the rigged Hilbert space
(D[], H,D'[t']) is said to be tight (around D) if £ N F is an interspace for any
pair of interspaces &£, F € £g.

Definition 2.2. Let £g be a tight family of interspaces in the rigged
Hilbert space (D[t], H,D'[t']). The product A - B of two elements of £(D,D’)
is defined, with respect to £y, if there exist three interspaces £, F,G € £y such
that A € C(F,G) and B € C(E,F). In this case the multiplication A - B is
defined by:

A-B= (AB) D

or, equivalently, by:
A-Bf =ABf, feD.

where A (resp., B) denote the extension of A (resp., B) to £ (resp., F).

This definition does not depend on the particular choice of the interspaces
E,F,G € £y [8, Proposition 3.2] but may depend on £y. Of course, we may
also suppose that £ = D and G = D’. With this choice, for the product A- B to
make sense, we need only to require the existence of one interspace F such that
A€ C(F,D') and B € C(D, F). The price is, of course, a loss of information on
the range of A - B. Nevertheless, given a tight family of interspaces around D,
L(D, D) is not, in general, a partial *-algebra with respect to the multiplication
defined above. This is due to the fact that a family of interspaces around D
is not necessarily closed under the operation of taking duals and under finite
intersections. We give the following definition [11]:

Definition 2.3. A family £ of interspaces in the rigged Hilbert space
(D[t], H,D'[t']) is called a multiplication framework if

(i) De
(ii) V€ € £, its dual £ also belongs to £
(iii) VE,Fe £, ENF e L.

In many instances, however, instead of the notion of multiplication frame-
work, a lighter condition can be of some usefulness: we call generating a tight
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family of interspaces £¢ closed under duality and enjoying the following prop-
erty:

e Dis dense in &1 N---NE,, endowed with its own projective topology, for any
finite set {&1,...,Ex} of elements of £o.

Proposition 2.4.  Let £ be a multiplication framework in the rigged
Hilbert space (D[t], H,D'[t']). Then L(D,D’) with the multiplication defined
above is a (non-associative) partial *-algebra.

The same statement holds true if we replace the multiplication framework
£ with a generating family of interspaces.

In [13], a particular generating family has been constructed in the case
where the rigged Hilbert space is that generated by a single self-adjoint operator
A with domain D(A) in H. As usual we put

D>(A) = (] D(A™).
n=1

Endowed with the topology t 4 generated by the set of seminorms
f=IIA"fll, neN,

D> (A) is a Fréchet and reflexive domain; let us denote with D_ ., (A) its conju-
gate dual with respect to the scalar product of H and endow it with the strong
dual topology t'y.

Let {Eq}acr be a family of interspaces, such that each E, is a Banach
space with norm || - ||4. If the family is closed under duality between D_,(A)
and D*°(A), then we can define an involution o« — @ in the set of indeces, such
that F5 ~ (E,)’. We assume, in particular, that the sesquilinear form which
puts E, and Ej in conjugate duality extends the inner product of D. Thus:

(F,G) <|FllallGlla VF € Es VG e Es.

Let U(t) be a one-parameter group of unitaries generated by A and U(t) its
continuous extension to D_,,(A). Then, the family {E,}qes is compatible
with A if the following conditions are satisfied:

1) Ut)Ey = Ea, Vacel

2) limy_o |U(t)F — Flla =0, VF € E,, VYael
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We define for all s € R and o € I the set L5
(3) LYY :={F eD_(A): J°F € E,}
where J = (1 + A%)1/2.

Lemma 2.5. If, for every s < 0, J° maps E, continuously into itself,
then if s1 < so, L3 C L3 and the embedding is continuous.

Proof. Indeed, one has, for some C' > 0:
[T Flla = [[J* 722 Fllo < C|[J*2F|la-
O

Proposition 2.6. If {E,}aer is a family of Banach spaces compatible
with A, then the following statements hold:

1) For each s € R and v € I, L3]|| - ||s,a], endowed with the norm ||F|s o =
(14 A?%)2F|a, is a Banach space, and (1 + A%)2 is an isometry of L5
in E,.

2) D*®(A) — L3, se R,a € I (< denotes a continuous embedding).
3) (L5 ~ L%, seR,acl.

4) For any s € R, D>®(A) is dense in any finite intersection of the spaces L5
endowed with the projective norm.

The notion of compatibility is crucial in the proof of 4). Indeed, in this
case, if F € ([, L5, as shown in [13], the net {jeiF} converges to F with
respect to the projective topology. The net {jEiF } is defined by

jkF = / Je(O)U (t)Fdt
R

where j. is the approximate identity constructed from a regularizing function
j € C3°(R) and U(t) the continuous extension of U(t) to E,.

This fact and Proposition 2.6 imply that the spaces £ constitute a gen-
erating family of interspaces, in the sense explained above.

More in general, we may consider a subspace D C D*°(A) endowed with a
locally convex topology ¢t which makes of D a semireflexive space and satisfying
the following properties:
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d1) the topology t of D is finer than the topology induced from D>(A);

d2) both A and J map DI[t] continuously into itself;

d3) for all n € N, D is a core for J™, that is: J» [p = J™.
If D’ denotes the conjugate dual of D[t], we have the following situation
D — D*(A) — H — D_s(A) = D

and if {G,} is a multiplication framework between D> (A) and D_.(A4), so it
is between D and D’ also. In analogy with (3), we define

L5 ={FeD :(1+A%*FcE,}.
The following Lemma, proved in [13] will be needed in what follows.

Lemma 2.7.  For each s € R and o € I, the space L[| |ls,a] is a
Banach space. Moreover, the map

F e Li"a — F rD—oo(A)e ﬁi{a
s an isometric isomorphism of Banach spaces.

Clearly, for the spaces L} a statement completely analogous to Proposi-
tion 2.6 holds.

83. Multiplication of Distributions

In this Section we will discuss the problem of the multiplication of distribu-
tions identifying them with certain multiplication operators acting in the rigged
Hilbert space of distributions itself and applying the methods of
Section 2. We will try to maintain the situation as abstract as we can; thus,
instead of considering specific test function spaces, such as D(R™) or S(R"),
we start with a dense domain in Hilbert space which is at once a commutative
*_algebra satisfying additional topological requirements.

Let D be a domain satisfying the conditions d1)-d3) above with respect to
a fixed self-adjoint operator A. We assume, in addition, that D is a generalized
commutative Hilbert *-algebra in the sense that D is a commutative *-algebra
with respect to the involution ¢ — ¢* and the multiplication (¢,v) — ¢i(=
1¢) and the following conditions hold:
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(h1) (p,h) = (¥*,¢%), Vo, € D;
(h2) (o9, x) = (¥, ¢"x), Vo, ¢, x € D;

(h3) the multiplication (¢, ) — ¢i(= @) is jointly continuous with re-
spect to the topology t of D;

(h4) the involution ¢ — ¢* is continuous in D[t];
(h5) D - D is dense in DI[t].

Proposition 3.1.  Let D’ be the (conjugate) dual of D. If we define the
multiplication of an element F € D' and an element ¢ € D by

(Fo, ) = (oF,¢) :==(F,¢"Y), VY €D,
then (D'[t'], D) is a topological quasi*-algebra.
Proof. TFirst, we prove that F¢ € D', V¢ € D. Indeed, let {P?}VGK
denote a directed family of seminorms defining the topology ¢; then using the

continuity of F' and (h3), we can find a bounded subset M of D, 7,0 € K and
a positive constant C' such that

(Fo, )| = (F, ") < | FllmpZ (¢*0) < CpF (8)p5 (), Vo, v € D.

Therefore, F'¢ is a continuous linear functional on D. Now, we define an invo-
lution * in D’ which extends the involution of D. This can be done by setting

FeD —FeD

where

(F7,¢) == (F,¢*), V¢ €D.
The involution defined in this way satisfies the equality
(Fy)* =4*F*, VYFeD' Yy eD.
Furthermore, it is continuous, since, if M is a bounded subset of D, we have:

[ F*[[m= sup [(F",¢)|= sup [(F,¢") (F, o) = || F'|| m
pEM peEM

| = sup |

peM*
where M* := {¢*, ¢ € M} is bounded as continuous image of a bounded set.
For each fixed ¢ in D, the map

FeD w—F¢peD
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is continuous. Indeed, let M be a bounded subset of D; we have:

IEGlrm = [1F ]l gm-

The set .M is still bounded in D since it is the continuous image of a bounded
set. Finally, it is clear, by the semireflexivity, that D is dense in D’. O

From these facts it follows that to each element F of D’ we can associate
an operator Ly of multiplication on D defined by

Lp:¢eD— FopecD.

This is a continuous linear map of D into D’. Indeed, if M is bounded in DJt],
by the continuity of F', there exists C' > 0 and « € K such that:

sup [(F¢,x)| = sup |(F,¢*x)| < C sup pZ(¢*x) .

XEM XEM XEM

Then, by the continuity of the multiplication and of the involution, we can find
a new constant C; > 0 and ¢ € K such that

sup [(F¢, x)| < Cipg (9).

XEM

Moreover, the map j : F € D' — Lp € L(D,D’) is injective; indeed, Ly = 0
implies Lr¢ =0, V¢ € D and so

(Fo,0) = (F,¢*) =0, YoeD,1peD.

The density of D-D in D implies that F = 0. Clearly, for F,G € D' and X € C,
we have

Lryc=Lr+Lg, Lxp =ALp, (Lp)" = Lp-.

Therefore, the problem of multiplying two distributions F,G can be formu-
lated in terms of the multiplication of the corresponding operators Ly and L.
The multiplication of operators of this kind can then be studied in the terms
proposed in [13] and summarized in the previous section. Nevertheless, even
though the product Lp - Lg exists in L(D,D’), it is not necessarily an operator
of multiplication by some distribution. For this to happen, additional condi-
tions must be added. A net (7)) of elements of D is called an approximate
identity of D if
t— 11{n776¢ =¢, V¢eD.
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Proposition 3.2.  Assume that D has an approximate identity and let
X € L(D,D'). Then X = Ly for some V € D' if, and only if, the following
two conditions are fulfilled

(i) X(¢y) =Xy, Vo,¢ €D;

(i) there exists C > 0 and v € K such that
[(Xo,9)| < OpY(6™9), Vo,9 €D.

Proof. The necessity is obvious.
As for the sufficiency, let (7¢) be an approximate identity of D. We define a
conjugate linear functional V;, on D by

Vo(¢) = lim(Xne, ¢), ¢ €D.
We have
Vo (o)| = lizn |(X7ne, #)| < Cliznp?(ndﬁ) =CpP(p), VYo eD.

Therefore, V,, € D'.
Now, making use of (i), we get, for ¢, € D,

(Lv, &, 9) = (Vy, 9"¢) = lim(Xne, 9"¢) = (X ¢, 9)).

Therefore the definition of V}, is independent of (n¢) and X is a multiplication
operator. O

Remark 3.3.  'We notice that the assumption that D has an approximate
identity is used only for the sufficiency. The previous Proposition can be seen as
an abstract version of [3, Proposition 3.10] where it was proved for D = S(R").

In order to simplify notations, from now on we will not distinguish graph-

ically elements of D’ and D. This means that we consider D as a true subspace
of D'.

Lemma 3.4. Letu € D' and let F and G be two interspaces. Assume
that L, has a continuous extension L, : F — G, i.e., L, € C(F,G). Then also

Ly~ has a continuous extension from G' to F', and (Eu)T =Ly = (LL)

Proof. Since L, € L(F,G), then it has an adjoint

(L)t g -7
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defined by

ALufi9)g = (. (L)1g),,, VfEFNVged
on the other hand, for each ¢, € D, one has:
o L, ) = L (ut, @) = o (w07 0), = o, (ut, (¥ 0)*)
= D<¢*¢7U*>D/ = D<wa¢U*>D/ = "D<waLu*¢>D/a

thus (L)t = L,~. If g € G’, there exists a net w. € D converging to g in the
topology of G’. By definition of continuous extension one has:

D<1/}aLu*we>D/ - 7:<1/}azu*f>]_-/

and so, by definition: (Ly)" = Ly+. The equality (L,)" = (L) follows easily.
(|

Let now 7 be a multiplication framework satisfying the following proper-
ties:

Al) If F € T, then x : F — F, continuously.

A2) If F € T and ¢ € D, then ¢F C F, and the map Ty : F — F, defined
by:
ueF—oueF

is continuous in F.

A3) U FeT,ueF, themap L, : ¢ € D — ¢u € F is continuous from D
into F.

Remark 3.5.  If Al) and A2) are satisfied, then (hl) and (h2) extend
to any pair F,F’ of dual interspaces of 7, due to the density of D in any
interspace. That is

(h1)" _(u,v),, = F(u*,v*}ﬁ, Yu e F,veF
(h2)’ F(uqﬁ, v),, = F(u, o*v) ., YuecFveF ¢peD.
Making use of these facts, we have

Proposition 3.6.  Let D possess an approximate identity and let T be
a multiplication framework satisfying Al) and A2). If u,v € D' and Ly o L, is
well defined with respect to T, then also L, o L, is well defined and

Ly,oL,=L,olL,.
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Proof. L, o L, is well defined, then there exist £, F,G € 7 such that:
Ev E—F
Ly:F—G
continuously. For each ¢, € D, if (n.) is the approximate identity of D:
oo Lu© Lo¢, W) =Him o, (Ly © Ly, ¥1je)p = lim (Lo, LEtne) ,,
—lim (oo, une),, = lim (00, u"n),, = lm (60w ")
= S(Wvutet),, = W0) s (uh)),, = . (ub, v ) = L (Lud, LE).,.
This implies that L, o L, is well defined. From the previous equalities we
get:
o (Luo Ln)$ W) o = 5 (Lud, L), = 5 (Lo © Lu)d, )y V6,0 €D
and therefore L, o L, = L, o L,,. O
The equality L, o L, = L, o L,, stated in the previous Proposition strictly
depends on the fact that L, and L, are multiplication operators, but it does
not imply that L, o L, is itself a multiplication operator. Thus, in what follows

we will give conditions for the product L, o L, to be itself a distribution, in the
sense that there exist w € D’ such that L, o L, = L.

Lemma 3.7. Let T be a multiplication framework satisfying the prop-
erties A2), A3) and letve A€ T andw € D'. Let L,, L, be the corresponding
multiplication operators from D into D'. If L, has a continuous extension
Zu : A — C €T, then there exist C > 0 and a seminorm pg/ in the directed
family defining the topology of C' such that for each ¢, € D:

(4) | o (L~ Lo, )| < CPE (100",

Proof. Indeed, there exist C; > 0 and two seminorms pé and pg‘! in the
directed families generating, respectively, the topologies of A and A’ such that:

| D/ <zu <Ly, 11/}>D| = | c <Zu - Ly, ¢>c/ | = ‘ A<Lv¢a ZLTMA/ ‘ = | A<v¢v U*w>A/ |
= | a0, u "), | < Oy (v)pay (L (16")).

Since the adjoint map EL :C" — A’ is continuous, there exists Cs > 0 and
a seminorm pg on C’ such that:

Cipst ()3 (LL(06*)) < Cupst (0)CapS (v6*) = CF (6™,

where C' depends, in general, on u,v. O
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Proposition 3.8.  Let 7 be a multiplication framework satisfying the
properties A2), A3). For fired v € A and u € D', let L,, L, be the respective
multiplication maps from D into D’'. If L, has a continuous extension, Ly, :
A — C €T, then there exists w € C such that L,, = Zu -L,:D—C.

Proof. We need to prove that the conditions (i), (ii) of Proposition 3.2
are satisfied.
First we prove (i), that is

Ly - Ly(¢h) = ¢Ly - Lo Vo, € D.

Indeed, for each ¢,,£ € D, we have:

o (L Lo(69),8)p = o (Lu - Lo($9), ) = (Lu(d), LIE)
Lo(o),ut€) = (0, u€d) = (Lo, L"), = o(Lu- Luh,0%),,
= c<¢iu'vaa§>c/ = Dr<¢Lu'LU'¢)7§>D'

In order to prove (ii) of Proposition 3.2, we make use of the inequality
(4) stated in Lemma 3.7. Since D is continuously embedded in C’, there exists
C3 > 0 and § € K such that pgl (Y¢*) < C3pP (1¢*). Then, we have:

| D’ <ZU ) L’Ud)> ’L/}>D‘ < C4p5D(z/}¢*)
for some Cy > 0. Then, by Proposition 3.2, there exists w € D’ such that:
Ly,=1L,-L,.

In order to prove that w € C, it is enough to show that w is a continuous
functional on D as a dense subspace of C’. Let (1.) be an approximate identity
of D: then n.¢ — ¢ in the topology of D, and therefore also in C’, which is
weaker. Using the inequality (4), there exists C' > 0 and a seminorm pg/ on ('
such that:

o (10, 68) ol = i |, (10,12c6) | = Timn |, (e, 6) | = Timn | (L, 8)|

< ClimpS (neg) = Cr (@)

This proves that w can be identified with a continuous functional on C’. O

The next corollary summarizes the results of Propositions 3.6 and 3.8:
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Corollary 3.9.  LetT be a multiplication framework satisfying the prop-
erties A1), A2), A3), and let v € A and w € D', with L,, L,, the corresponding
multiplication maps. If L, € C(A,C), then it is possible to define a product
w=wu-v withw € C. The multiplication defined in this way is commutative.

A special case of Corollary 3.9 is the following

Corollary 3.10. Let T be a multiplication framework satisfying the
properties Al), A2), A3) and u,v € D’. If there exists an interspace M € T
such that u € M and v € M’ then L, o L, is well defined as a multiplica-
tion map, i.e, there exists w € D' such that L, = L, o L,. This product is
commutative.

Proof. This is once more an application of Proposition 3.2. The proof is
similar to that of Proposition 3.8, so we omit it. O

Let now v € D’ and 7 be a multiplication framework. In general, u need
not belong to any proper interspace F € 7. This is, however, needed to apply
the corollaries 3.9 and 3.10. For this reason we put:

D}:U{J—“:feT,Dc]—“cD/}.
At the light of the previous discussion, we get

Proposition 3.11.  Let 7 be a multiplication framework satisfying the
properties A1), A2), A3). Then D/ can be identified with a commutative partial
*_algebra

A={L,,ue Dy cCL(D,D)},

where the multiplication is that defined in L(D,D’) by the multiplication frame-
work T .

Remark 3.12.  We notice that in the Propositions given above, the as-
sumption that 7 is a multiplication framework having the properties A1), A2)
and A3), can be replaced with the requirement that 7 is a generating family
of interspaces enjoying the same properties. This is due to the fact that if 7 is
a generating family of interspaces with the properties A1), A2) and A3), then
the generated multiplication framework T has again the properties A1), A2)
and A3).

Now we turn to the generating family of interspaces constituted by the

Banach spaces
L% :={ueD: Jue E,}
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and we ask ourselves under which conditions the multiplication framework 7°
they generate satisfies the conditions Al), A2) and A3). As we shall see, for
this to be true additional assumptions on the operator A and on the family of
spaces {F, } should be added.

We then assume that the family of Banach spaces {F,} used in the con-
struction satisfies the following additional requirements:

(E1) * is a continuous map from F, onto itself, for each «;

(E2) for every a € I, there exists a seminorm p? and C > 0 such that

[6vlla < CPY (D) 1Y]la; V6,9 € D.

*

Due to the assumptions made at the beginning of this section, * is a bounded
conjugate linear operator in H. So, if * strongly commutes with A, in the sense
that it commutes with the spectral family of A, then it commutes also with
J* = (1+ A?)*/2. From this fact and from (E1), it follows easily that * maps
each L% in itself continuously. Thus 7 satisfies the condition Al).

The situation for the other two conditions is more involved and requires
even stronger assumptions.

We will only discuss the case where the relationship between A and the
family of multiplication operators T, ¢ € D is described by the following

commutation relation:

(5) [Ty, Al f = —Tagf, feD

that reduces to the (extended) canonical commutation relation:

d deo
[¢($)J%} =i
when D = Cg°(R) and A = i-L.
Lemma 3.13.  If (5) holds, then
n = n n—
(6) (A ,T¢]fzz<k> Tavg A" Ff, feD.
k=1

Proof. Tt is simple induction argument, based on straightforward calcu-
lations and well-known properties of the binomial coefficients. ]
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Lemma 3.14.  For every s € N, the norms

[flls,a = [I7°flla
and

S
11180 =D 1A flla
k=0
define equivalent topologies on D.

Proof. The statement is proved again by induction on s, taking into ac-
count the condition d1). O

Proposition 3.15.  Assume that, for each o € I, there exists Cp, > 0
such that
[JYF|la < CallFllay Yy €R, F € E,.

Let sp,81 €ER and a € I. Put s¢ =ts1 + (1 —t)sog, 0 <t < 1. Then the spaces
L% are the interpolating spaces between L%® and L.

Proof. Instead of proving the statement for the spaces L%, we prove it
for the spaces £5“, defined in (3). The final result is obtained by the identi-
fication of Lemma 2.7. The proof is made with standard methods of complex
interpolation theory. We only give a sketch.

For shortness we put X = D*(A). Let now ¢ € X and put s; = ts7 —
(1 — t)so. We will show that for each ¢ € [0, 1] the interpolating norm || || is
equivalent to || ||s,,o on X. The statement will then follow from the density of
X in each L5

Let

f(Z) — Jstfzslf(lfz)so(é.

Then f(z) € X, for each z € C.

||f(iy)||50,a = ||Ji(50751)yjst¢Ha < Ca||¢||sf,,a
Hf(l + Z.y)”ﬁ,a = ||JZ(SO_Sl)yJSt¢Ha < Ca||¢||8t,a-

Since f(t) = ¢, one obtains for the interpolating norm || ||*) the relation || ||*) <
Coll |ls;,a- On the other hand, if (X)) denotes the class of continuous functions
on S={z€C :0< Rz <1} analytic on the interior of S and satisfying the
smoothness conditions required in interpolation theory (see, e.g., [14, IX.4,
Appendix] or [15]) and f € F(X), with the choice

g(z) _ J—st+zsl+(1—z)so¢,
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putting H(z) = (f(2),g(2)), by Hadamard’s three line theorem [14, IX.4, Ap-
pendix], one finds

[H(®)| < Cx |9l =l £l

where [ f[l| := supper {[l/(it)l]so, | (1 + it)]s, }-
This in turn implies that &= [[¢[ls, .o < [[¢]|®, for every ¢ € X. So finally,

1
- 1llsia < 191 < Callllspar Vo € DZ(A).
O

In the following Proposition, we will suppose, as before, that the topology
of D is defined by a directed family of seminorms {pﬂY }.

Proposition 3.16.  The following statements hold:

(i) For each s € Z, o € I, there erists a seminorm pL,
such that

andCEC’&a >0

v(s,@)

(7) I TsFlls.0 < CPYs.ay(O)IF 5,00 VF € LY.
(ii) If for each o € I there exists Co, > 0 such that
17V Fllac < CallFlla; Yy €R, F € Ea,

then the statement (i) holds also for s € R.

Proof.  For s € N, making use of the norm || [|9 ,, by Lemma 3.13 one can
write, for ¢,¢ € D:

®) Tl Z |A* Ty ||o = Z 1T A% +Z < ) T A* 79 o

Taking into account (E2) and the continuity in D of all powers of A, with some
straightforward computation, it is easily seen that the right hand side of (8)
can be estimated by a term

CPZ(0) Y Ao
k=0

and this implies the result in the case F' =1 € D. The general case is obtained
taking into account the density of D.
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If s € Z, s < 0 the statement follows by an easy duality argument.

Finally for s € R, under the assumptions made, by Proposition 3.15, we
can use an interpolation argument. So, if sg,s; € Z, by the Calderon-Lions
theorem [14, Theorem IX.20], the continuity of T, in L%® and in L%"® implies
the continuity in each L%"® with s; = ts; + (1 — t)so, and since

IT6F lls0.0 < Cso.aPy(agi0) O Fllsg.ar  VF € LY

and
1T Flls1.0 < Csyalisy.o)( O F sy VF € LY,

the norm || T4||(s,.a),(s;,a) Of Ty, as bounded operator from L% into itself can
be estimated as follows
HT¢H(sf,,a),(8ua)
< (CopaPZla O F e
< Cp2(¢)

(CoratZlor iy @Ol 0)

taking into account that the set of seminorms {p2’} is directed. O

In conclusion, under quite reasonable assumptions, the family of spaces
{L%*} generates a multiplication framework satisfying the conditions A1), A2)
and A3) and Proposition 3.11 can be applied.

Remark 3.17.  The inequality (7) actually says something more than
what we asked with the conditions A2), A3), because it implies joint conti-
nuity of the multiplication.

84. The Case of Tempered Distributions
Let us consider the rigged Hilbert space:
S(R) — L*(R) — S'(R).
As is known, S(R) coincides with the space of C'*°-vectors of the operator
B= fd‘fQ + 22 ie.
D*(B) = S(R)

and the topology tp (defined as in Section 3.1) is equivalent to the usual topol-
ogy of the Schwartz space S(R).
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To begin with, we take as A the operator P defined on the Sobolev space
WH2(R) by
(Pf)(x) =—if'(z), [feW"*(R),
where f’ stands for the weak derivative. As is known, the operator P is self-
adjoint on W12(R) and

D®(P) = {f € C®(R) : f* e L*(R), Vk € N}.

Clearly, S(R) C D>®°(P). It is well known that the usual topology of S(R) is
finer than the one induced on it by ¢tp. Furthermore, the operator (1 + PQ)%
leaves S(R) invariant and it is continuous on it. Moreover, S(R) is a core for
any power of (1+ P2)z. Hence the conditions d1)-d3) are all satisfied.

The spaces LP(R) with p > 1 will play the role of the { E, }’s in the previous
construction.

The family {LP(R)},~1 is compatible with P = —i-L. Indeed U(t) = 't
and P! f(s) = f(t + s). By Lebesgue theorem (see, e.g. [16, Lemma IV.3]), if

f € LP(R) 1< p< oo then:
tim (s + 1) — £l = 0.

The spaces L3P are defined by

L3P ={uecS :(1+P*2uc LP(R)}.

With the help of the Fourier transform, one can prove that, if u is a tempered
distribution,

we L3P if, and only if, f*l((l + |£\2>_%]-"u) e LP(R).

The condition on the right hand side defines the so called Bessel potential spaces
L#P(R), which as is known reduce to the Sobolev space W*P for integer s.
These spaces generate a multiplication framework 7 which has the properties
A1), A2) and A3) required in our construction (we refer to [17, 18] for the
properties of these spaces; inequalities analogous to (7) have been given in [18]
and [19]). Then they can be used to reformulate the abstract results of Section
3 in the concrete case of tempered distributions.
So, for instance, an immediate application of Corollary 3.9 yields:

Proposition 4.1.  Let v € L"(R) and u € §’. Assume that there exist
s,t €R and p,q € [1,00[ such that L, € C(L*P(R), L"*%(R)). Then the product
w=u-v exists and w € L"(R).
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As a consequence of Proposition 3.11, the set S of tempered distributions

belonging to some Bessel potential space L*P(R) is a partial *-algebra with

respect to the partial multiplication inherited by £(S,S’).
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(3]
(4]
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