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The EMS supports several types of regional conferences, some of
which have a long tradition, like the Nordic Congress of Mathem-
aticians. While mathematicians from the Nordic countries work
together for decades, the situation for mathematicians in other
parts of Europe is not as easy. The colleagues have a lot of diffi-
culties, often due to a lack of funding or other support. Moreover,
the political situation does not always make regional conferences
straightforward. And yet mathematicians should have equal oppor-
tunities all over Europe, and the EMS sees it as one of its tasks to
bring colleagues together to further develop mathematics and the
interchange of ideas between different mathematical communities.
These observations were the motivation to start in 2014 the series
of Caucasian Mathematical Conferences (CMC). In 2021, the EMS
Executive Committee decided to support a new biennial series, the
Balkan Mathematics Conference (BMC).1

The BMC is planned as a regional conference organised under
the auspices of the EMS with the purpose of bringing together
mathematicians from the Balkan and neighbouring countries, bi-
ennially in one of these countries. These conferences equally wel-
come mathematicians from all over the world. The BMC is also
supported by the Mathematical Society of South Eastern Europe
(MASSEE).

Planning was ready in theory, but the pandemic prevented to
concretise the first meeting immediately. A cooperation between
the EMS and the Romanian mathematical community was estab-
lished, and the first Balkan Mathematics Conference took place
in July 2023 in Pitești, Romania, jointly with the 10th Congress of
Romanian Mathematicians.

1 https://euromathsoc.org/regional-conferences

It was supported by the Romanian Mathematical Society, the
Stoilow Institute of Mathematics and the University of Pitești, as
well as by the EMS. It was a great success, with six excellent talks
and a great organisation by the Romanian colleagues. The opening
lecture was given by Dan Voiculescu, which had a symbolic meaning
for the Romanian mathematical community, where the topic of
operator algebras has a long tradition.2

In addition to a local organising committee, two EMS commit-
tees, a Steering Committee and a Scientific Advisory Committee
support the organisation of a BMC meeting. The Steering Com-
mittee consists of three ex-officio members – the EMS president,
the immediate past president of the EMS, and the chair of the
EMS Committee for Solidarity in Europe – as well as one regional
coordinator. The Scientific Advisory Committee consists of the in-
vited speakers of the previous BMC and a representative from the
Steering Committee. The Steering Committee is responsible for the
scientific program of the conference and for the selection of the
next edition of the BMC. It is also responsible for preparing a list
of potential invited speakers and a list of potential early-career
invited mathematicians. The task of the Scientific Advisory Com-
mittee is to select the six invited speakers and the twelve invited
early-career mathematicians from the list proposed by the Steering
Committee.

2 http://imar.ro/~bmc
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EMS President Jan-Philip Solovej, past EMS Vice President Betül Tanbay
and past EMS President Volker Mehrmann at 1st BMC Pitești.

In Fall of 2023, a general call was made for the organisation
of the second BMC to take place in June 2025. The Steering Com-
mittee has decided to approve the bid of Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki. As one of the most ancient cities of Europe, from
the Kingdom of Macedonia to the Byzantine Empire and Ottoman
Empire, to present day Greece, Thessaloniki has a huge historical
heritage, since it has notably given access to the international
maritime trade routes to the entire region of the Balkans. Its

choice is thus perfectly appropriate for hosting the wide range
of mathematicians the EMS aims to reach.

Betül Tanbay is a professor of functional analysis at the Boğaziçi Uni-
versity in Istanbul. She was founder and first co-director of the Istanbul
Center for Mathematical Sciences. She was the first female president of
the Turkish Mathematical Society, and she has also served and serves
in many committees of the IMU or EMS. Betül Tanbay received her
undergraduate degree from the Louis Pasteur University, Strasbourg
in France, and her graduate degrees from the University of California,
Berkeley. She is the chair of the BMC-II Steering Committee.
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Volker Mehrmann is a retired professor at Technische Universität Berlin.
He received his diploma, teacher’s exam, PhD and habilitation from
the University of Bielefeld, Germany. He spent research years at Kent
State University, at the University of Wisconsin, and at the IBM Scientific
Center in Heidelberg. After spending the years 1990–1992 as a visiting
full professor at the RWTH Aachen, he was a full professor at Chemnitz
University of Technology from 1993 to 2000 and until 2023 full professor
for numerical mathematics at Technical University of Berlin where he
was from 2008 to 2016 the chair of the Research Center Matheon
in Berlin. He is a member of Acatech (German Academy of Science and
Engineering), the Academia Europaea, and the European Academy of
Sciences. He is fellow of the AMS and SIAM and he was president of
GAMM (Association of Applied Mathematics and Mechanics, Germany)
and the European Mathematical Society. His research interests are in the
areas of numerical mathematics and scientific computing, applied and
numerical linear algebra, control theory, and the theory and numerical
solution of differential-algebraic equations. He is an associate editor
of several journals and the editor-in-chief of Linear Algebra and its
Applications. Volker Mehrmann is the chair of the BMC-II Scientific
Advisory Committee.

mehrmann@math.tu-berlin.de

48 EMS MAGAZINE 132 (2024)

mailto:tanbay@bogazici.edu.tr
mailto:mehrmann@math.tu-berlin.de

	On the Balkan Mathematics Conference (BMC) series (Betül Tanbay and Volker Mehrmann)



