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On Certain Characterizations of Barely Transitive Groups
AHMET ARIKAN (*) - NADIR TRABELSI (**)

ABSTRACT - In the present work we study perfect barely transitive groups in which a
point stabilizer has non-trivial Hirsch-Plotkin radical and give characterizations
of these groups. We also prove that a perfect barely transitive group has two
non-trivial proper subgroups which intersect trivially.

1. Introduction.
Let G be a permutation group on an infinite set V. If G acts transitively on
V and every orbit of every proper subgroup of G is finite, then G is called a
barely transitive group. This class of groups was considered for the first time
by Hartley in connection with the Heineken-Mohamed groups. It is wellknown that G can be represented as a barely transitive group if and only if G
T g
H  h1i and
has a subgroup H of infinite index such that CoreG H 
g2G

jM : M \ Hj is finite for every proper subgroup M of G. The subgroup H is
called a point stabilizer in G.
Barely transitive groups are mostly considered in the locally finite case
and it is well-known that these groups are locally nilpotent p-groups for a
prime p. In recent years some work has appeared on the non-locally finite
case. Almost all such results can be found in the survey article [12].
In [2] locally graded simple non-periodic barely transitive groups are
considered and it is proved that all point stabilizers have trivial HirschPlotkin radical (that is, the maximal locally nilpotent normal subgroup is
trivial). In the present paper we give certain characterizations of a perfect
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simple barely transitive group with a point stabilizer whose Hirsch-Plokin
radical is non-trivial.
Let X be a class of groups. If every proper subgroup of a group G is an
X-group but G itself is not, then G is called a minimal non-X group.
Our main results are as follows:
THEOREM 1.1. Let G be a simple barely transitive group with a point
stabilizer H. If the Hirsch-Plotkin radical F(H) of H is non-trivial, then G
is a periodic finitely generated minimal non-(locally finite) group. If in
addition H is an FC-group, then G is a two-generated minimal non FCgroup.
COROLLARY 1.2. Let G be a perfect barely transitive group with a
point stabilizer H. If H is soluble, then G is a finitely generated periodic
group with every proper subgroup locally finite. If in addition H is an FCgroup, then G is a two-generated minimal non-FC group.
COROLLARY 1.3. Let G be a perfect barely transitive group with a
point stabilizer H. If H is hypercentral, then either G is locally finite or G
is a finitely generated periodic group with every proper subgroup locally
finite. If in addition H is an FC-group, then G is a two-generated
minimal non-FC group.

2. Certain Characterizations.
Throughout the paper we use the term ``infinitely generated'' in the
sense that the group is not finitely generated.
The following lemma is well-known. We just here take care to ensure
that we have a proper perfect subgroup in the infinitely generated case.
LEMMA 2.1. If G is a simple infinitely generated group, then G contains a non-trivial proper perfect subgroup.
PROOF. We argue as in 1.B.3 Proposition of [9]. Since G is non-abelian,
there exist a; b 2 G such that c : [a; b] 6 1. By assumption hcG i  G.
Hence G has a finitely generated subgroup Y such that ha; bi  hcY i.
Put Z : hc; Yi, thus we have c 2 hcZ i0 and hence hcZ i  hcZ i0 . Since
p
hcZ i  Z 6 G, we have that hcZ i is a proper perfect subgroup of G.
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Now we give a characterization of perfect periodic non-locally finite
barely transitive groups. We shall also see that the non-existence of perfect
subgroups in the group plays a crucial role in determining the finitely
generated structure. For example the non-existence of involutions in the
group gives finite generation.
THEOREM 2.2. Let G be a non-(locally finite) barely transitive group.
Then G has a finitely generated subgroup F such that hF G i  G and a
simple barely transitive homomorphic image G. Furthermore, if G is
periodic and infinitely generated, then G is infinitely generated and
generated by involutions, and is a union of a chain of infinite non-simple
perfect subgroups generated by involutions.
PROOF. Assume that G has no finitely generated subgroup F such
that hFG i  G. As in the first paragraph of proof of the Theorem of [2],
G is countable and hence we can find a chain of finitely generated
1
S
subgroups Fi of G for i 2 Z such that G  hFiG i. Since every proper
i1

normal subgroups of G is locally finite, we see that G is locally finite. But
this is a contradiction. So G has a finitely generated subgroup F such
that hFG i  G.
Let H be a point stabilizer of G. As every normal subgroup of G does not
contain F, G has a maximal normal subgroup N and G : G=N is a simple
barely transitive group with a point stabilizer H.
Now assume that G is periodic and infinitely generated. We first assume
that G is a p-group. If G is not finitely generated, then G contains a proper
non-trivial perfect subgroup P by Lemma 2.1. Put X  CoreP (H \ P), then
P=X is a finite p-group by hypothesis. But since P is perfect, we have
g
P  X  H. By arguing similarly, we obtain that P  H for every g 2 G as
g
every H is also a point stabilizer in G. Then
P

\

g

H  h1i:

g2G

But this is a contradiction. Hence G is finitely generated and thus G has
elements y1 ; . . . ; ys such that G  hy1 ; . . . ; ys iN. Put F  hy1 ; . . . ; ys i and
E  CoreF (H \ F). Then F=E(F \ N) is finite, since F is not equal to G.
Since G=N has no proper subgroup of finite index, we have F  E(F \ N).
Then G  E(F \ N)N  HN. But then jG : Hj  jN : N \ Hj is finite, a
contradiction.
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So G is not a p-group. Now we have that G is also infinitely generated by
the above argument. Let T be the subgroup of G generated by all 2-elements in G. Now T is normal in G and hence either G  T or T  h1i. First
assume that T  h1i and let P be a proper non-trivial perfect subgroup of
G. Then P contains a normal subgroup X  H such that P=X is finite by
hypothesis. Since G is periodic and has no involution, jP=Xj is odd and
hence, by the Feit-Thompson theorem, P  X  H. Arguing as in the third
paragraph we have P  h1i, a contradiction. Consequently, G  T, i.e. G is
generated by 2-elements.
Let c be an involution in G; then hc G i  G and hence [c; G]  G. So G is
generated by involutions, namely the conjugates of c and G has elements
y1 ; . . . ; yr such that c  [c; y1 ] . . . [c; yr ]. Thus G has a finitely generated
subgroup Y 1 containing c such that hc; y1 ; . . . ; yr i  hcY 1 i  hc; Y 1 i 6 G.
Now we have c 2 hcY 1 i0 and hence Q : hcY 1 i  hcY 1 i0 . So Q is a proper
perfect subgroup of G generated by involutions which are conjugates of c.
We also have that for every finitely generated subgroup Z of G, Z is

contained in a finitely generated subgroup U such that hcU i is perfect.
Hence since hc G i  G, there is a chain of finitely generated subgroups Y i
of G such that hc Y i i is a perfect subgroup generated by involutions and
G

[

hc Y i i:



i2Z

Since G is not locally finite and N is locally finite, G is non-locally finite
and hence only finitely many hc Y i i can be finite. Also there is a positive
integer m such that for every n > m, H \ hc Y n i 6 h1i and hc Y n i 6 H.
Hence hc Y n i is non-simple for every n > m. So the proof is complete. p
This characterization shows that the structure of infinitely generated barely transitive groups is very complicated. But in the rest of the
paper we shall see that in many cases the tendency is to be finitely
generated.
COROLLARY 2.3. Let G be a perfect periodic barely transitive group. If
G contains no involution, then G is finitely generated.
PROOF. Since G is periodic we see that no section of G contains an
involution. But if G is infinitely generated, with the notation of Theorem 2.2,
G is generated by involutions, and we have a contradiction.
p
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3. Proof of Theorem 1.1.
PROOF OF THE THEOREM 1.1. - By the Theorem in [2], we have that G
must be periodic and G is not locally finite by [8]. Assume that G is not
finitely generated. Since G is countable (see [2]), we can write
G  fxi : i 2 Z g. Define Yn  fx1 ; . . . ; xn g, Xn  hH; Yn i, Rn  CoreXn H
as in [2] and [6]. As in the proof of Lemma 2.1 of [2], H is not contained in
maximal subgroup of G and hence Xn 6 G for every positive integer n. We
1
S
have G 
Yi , Rn / Xn and jXn =Rn j is finite.
i1

We first show that F(Rn ) 6 h1i for all n  1. For the contrary assume
that F(Rn )  h1i for some n 2 Z . Put P  F(H), then PRn =Rn ' P is
finite. Hence H has a non-trivial finite normal subgroup. This implies that
jH : CH (P)j and thus jH : CH (g)j are both finite for every g 2 P. This implies that FCG (H) 6 h1i, since H is inert in G (see [4] for the definitions).
Now by 2.2 of [4], we have FCG (H)  G. By the proof of Proposition 2 of
[12], G is now a minimal non-FC group. It is well-known that G is either a
locally nilpotent p-group or G is quasi-finite by Theorem 1 of [3] and [10]. If
G is locally nilpotent p-group, then it is not simple, a contradiction. If G is
quasi-finite, then G is two-generated by [14] p. 97. But this is again a
contradiction. Now we have that F(Rn ) 6 h1i and P is infinite. Clearly we
also have that F(Xn ) 6 h1i. Let E be a finitely generated subgroup of G,
then arguing as in the final paragraph of the proof of Lemma 3 of [6], we
have E is nilpotent-by-finite, in particular Yn is nilpotent-by-finite for
every positive integer n. Now by [4], H=P is an FC-group and then H=T is
locally finite, where T=P  Z(G=P). Thus T is (locally nilpotent)-by-abelian. Clearly H \ Yn has finite index in Yn and thus it is finitely generated.
Since (H \ Yn )T=T  H \ Yn =H \ Yn \ T is finite, H \ Yn =T \ Yn is finite. Put Tn  T \ Yn , then jYn : Tn j  jYn : H \ Yn kH \ Yn : Tn j is finite.
This implies that Tn is finitely generated and thus Tn is nilpotent-byabelian. As Yn is nilpotent-by-finite, it has a normal nilpotent subgroup
Kn such that Yn =Kn is finite. Now Kn is a finitely generated nilpotent
subgroup of Yn and clearly it is finite. Thus Yn is finite for every positive
integer n. Since G is the union of Yi for i  0, G is locally finite. But this is
a contradiction.
Now we may assume that G is finitely generated. If H is not an FCgroup, then by [4] Theorem 1.4, H=P is an FC-group. Hence H0 =H0 \ P is
locally finite by [14] Theorem 4.32. Now by [4] Theorem 1.4 (ii), P is a pgroup for some prime p and hence it is locally finite. This implies that H0 is
locally finite. Since H is locally finite-by abelian, it is locally finite. As
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jK : K \ Hj finite for every proper subgroup K of G, K is locally finite, i. e.
every proper subgroup of G is locally finite. Consequently, G is a minimal
non-(locally finite) group.
If H is an FC-group, then as above G is a minimal non-FC group and hence
G is two-generated by [3] Theorem 1 and above similar arguments.
p
PROOF OF COROLLARY 1.2. - If G is locally finite, then by Theorem 1 of
[5] G is a p-group and Theorem 2 of [5] (or [1]) G cannot be perfect, a
contradiction. We also have that G has a maximal proper normal subgroup
N such that G  G=N is a simple barely transitive group with a point
stabilizer H by Theorem 2.2. Since H is non-trivial soluble, we have
F(H) 6 h1i and hence by Theorem 1.1, G is finitely generated and periodic
with all proper subgroups locally finite. Let K be a proper subgroup of G
and E be a finitely generated subgroup of K. Since EN 6 G, we have that
E=N \ E is finite and hence N \ E is finitely generated. As N is locally
finite, N \ E is finite and thus E is finite. This means that K is locally finite,
i.e. every proper subgroup of G is locally finite. The other properties follow
as in the proof of Theorem 1.2.
p
The proof of Corollary 1.3 is also similar. But it is not known yet
whether a locally nilpotent barely transitive p-group with all proper subgroups hypercentral is not perfect.
COROLLARY 3.1. Let G be a simple barely transitive group with a
point stabilizer H. If CG (H) 6 h1i, then G is a periodic finitely generated
minimal non-(locally finite) group.
PROOF. Let 1 6 a 2 CG (H), then W : Hhai 6 G. Since G is simple, we
have that W is a point stabilizer in G with a 2 F(W). Hence the result follows by Theorem 1.1.
p

4. Intersections of subgroups.
In this section we consider trivial intersections of proper subgroups of
barely transitive groups. The classification in [15] is very useful for barely
transitive groups, since every proper subgroup is residually finite.
THEOREM 4.1. Let G be a perfect barely transitive group, then G has
two proper non-trivial subgroups which intersect trivially.
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PROOF. Assume that the assertion is false. First suppose that G is
periodic. Then since every proper subgroup of G is residually finite, by [15]
every proper subgroup of G is isomorphic either to a finite group of (generalized) quaternions or to a finite cyclic p-subgroup. Then clearly every
proper subgroup of G is finite.
If G contains a quaternion group, then since a quaternion group is a 2group and proper subgroups of G intersect non-trivially, G is a 2-group. It
is well-known that every infinite 2-group contains an infinite abelian subgroup, a contradiction. So G cannot contain a quaternion group. Since G is
perfect, G must be two-generated. In this case G has a subgroup E of order
p for a prime p which is contained in every proper subgroup of G. Clearly E
is a normal subgroup of G, so for every proper subgroup H of G,
CoreG H 6 h1i. But this is a contradiction.
Now assume that G is non-periodic. By hypothesis G must be torsionfree. Let K be a proper subgroup of G, then K is residually finite by [2] p. 3
and hence K is isomorphic to a proper subgroup of (Q; ) the additive
group of rational numbers by [15]. So every proper subgroup of G is
abelian. This implies that G is two-generated, say G  ha; bi. Then
K : hai \ hbi 6 h1i by hypothesis. Hence K is a proper normal subgroup
of G. But this gives a contradiction, since G is simple-see [13], p. 85.
p
Acknowledgments. Both authors are grateful to the referee for the
careful reading and many useful comments.
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